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Burundi 


France Signs 3 Financial Agreemeuts 
ABO712121988 Dakar PANA in French 1712 GMT 
6 Dec 88 


[Summary] Bujumbura, 6 Dec (ABP-BUR/PANA)—On 
5 December in Bujumbura, France and Burundi signed 
three financial agreements for strengthening the: Center 
for the Study of Burundi Languages, for indusirial and 
communal reafforestation projects and for the integrated 
rural development of the communes of Kinyinya, Nya- 
bitsinda, and Giharo. 


Cameroon 


Biya Opens 24th UDEAC Summit 
AB08 12133288 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
0530 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Speech by Cameroonian head of state Paul Biya at the 
opening of the summit of the heads of state of the 
Customs and Economic Union of Central Africa, 
UDEAC, on 7 December in Yaounde] 


[Text] Dear colleagues, minister, UDEAC secretary gen- 
eral, ambassadors, representatives of international orga- 
nizations, ladies and gentlemen: On behalf of all the 
Cameroonian people, I welcome you to Cameroon. The 
Republic of Cameroon is pleased and proud to host the 
24th summit of UDEAC heads of state. For 3 days, 
Yaounde will be the capital of central Africa and an ideal 
place for our meeting and consultations. 


We are all convinced of the need to maintain a policy of 
consultations, subregional cooperation, and inter-state 
solidarity. We all share the same ideal, of our community 
adopted in Brazzaville on 8 December 1964 which is 
being translated into reality day after day. Many stages 
have been completed and certain necessary amendments 
have been made. But we are drawing closer to our 
objective. The union’s charter was amended in 1974 to 
include a program for the harmonization of policies in 
the field of agriculture, transport, education, and scien- 
tific and technical research of the member states. The 
amendments made in Brazzaville in 1984 were pro- 
moted by the admission of the Republic of Equatorial 
Guinea in 1983 and the readmission of the Republic of 
Chad in 1984. Our ideals have been adjusted to this 
evolution and these changes, thanks t» our willingness 
and common ambition to pursue planned development. 
We must continue on this course although we have some 
good reasons to feel dejected. 


Indeed, the acute economic crisis that our countries are 
going through is a very disturbing menace to subregional 
development. All our efforts at ensuring economic 
growth are almost totally frustrated, particularly by the 
deterioration of the terms of exchange, to the detriment 
of our economies. This is unfair because solutions are 
possible. The great powers have shown that when they 
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make the effort, everything is possible, including peace. 
They have settled conflicts that first looked unsolvable, 
such as those in Chad, Namibia, and Afghanistan. They 
should do the same on the economic front. [applause] If 
they are willing to reduce the imbalance, they can 
succeed. The North and the South are interdependent: 
by helping developing countries overcome their crisis, 
new markets will be created for the products of the 
industrialized countries. 


All UDEAC member countries have made efforts, even 
too many efforts. They have become aware that they 
must above all count on themselves and on their own 
efforts. Now we are producing better and have better 
management, and yet, the imbalance is only worsening. 
The rich countries are achieving ever increasing prosper- 
ity while the natural resources of the developing coun- 
tries are no longer sufficient to meet the basic needs of 
their people. Furthermore, changes are taking place in 
international relations. We cannot afford to sit back 
unconcerned by these changes because they have imme- 
diate effects on our interests. 


First, we will 4 years from now witness a new event in 
world history: the advent of the Europe of the 12, an 
unparalleled common market of 320 million inhabitants. 
This event calls for reflection on our new relations with 
Europe. Second, the United States, the world’s largest 
economic power, and Canada are working toward the 
creation of a united North American entity. Lastly, the 
creation of a North Atlantic axis linking the United 
States to the Europe of the 12 is (under serious consid- 
eration) to better defend their interests in the world. 


In the face of this development, African countries in 
general, and our UDEAC countries in particular, should 
find a response. We should organize ourselves and hold 
consultations in order to find a solution. 


Our present meeting is an Opportunity to examine ways 
to pursue and improve our plan of action, but matters on 
our agenda also concern all fields of cooperation that can 
help accelerate the economic and social integration of 
our subregion. Each effort made toward development is 
of prime importance. I will mention for instance the 
community’s pharmaceutical industry which was among 
the first projecis selected in 1975. The necessary condi- 
tions for the effective implementation of this project 
have been fulfilled. I will also mention the economic 
community for livestock and fish set up in Ndjamena in 
1987. These projects are only landmarks. All sectors 
must be addressed. Agriculture is an essential economic 
factor in Africa. We must give absolute priority to 
developing our food and export crops, to funding agri- 
culture, and to producing animal species better adapted 
to the climatic and health conditions of our subregion. 


In the field of transportation, the report on the UDEAC 
airline companies shows that our national companies are 
confronted with an increasingly demanding world envi- 
ronment. They should be given the means to overcome 
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it. Designing a new strategy for economic and social 
integration of UDEAC countries is tantamount to pre- 
paring for our future. 


(7It is a practice) to take this occasion to take stock of the 
achievements of the union since its creation and consider 
a new strategy for its evolution. Next year, our union will 
be 25 years old, 25 years of cooperation and common 
experience. Twenty-five years is an age when one looks at 
himself critically in order to (?choose) new strategies 
without changing his objectives. One of our major objec- 
tives is the opening of our subregion which is, and must 
remain, open to cooperation. Contributions from our 
friends and international organizations to our develop- 
mental efforts have always been welcomed. Such contribu- 
tion includes, for instance, the assistance of the UN 
Development Program in designing our economic integra- 
tion; the regional structural adjustment program under 
consideration by the UN Secretariat General and the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
stands out as a pilot project with world significance. 


The whole union is proud of the trust placed in it and in 
men and women of good will in the member countries. The 
union is also proud of the image of solidarity it has built up 
in central Africa regardless of origins or creeds. The 
UDEAC is working toward the advent of an African 
common market by the year 2000 as stipulated in the final 
Lagos Plan of Action. I am convinced that the decisions 
that we will make during our deliberations will give the 
subregion new reasons for hope. I now declare open the 
deliberations of the 24th UDEAC summit. [applause] 


Chad 


of French Air Defense System Hinted 
ABO0912100588 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] It would not be surprising if we soon witnessed a 
reduction in French military logistical support to Chad. 
This is being reported in Paris and Ndjamena. In both 
Capitals it is believed that the dismantling of the Mous- 
soro radar detection and air defense system located 268 
km northwest of Ndjamena would not jeopardize the 
efficiency of the “Sparrowhawk” defense system. 
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Army Officers Asked To Overthrow Mobutu 
AB08 12180588 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT Dec 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There seems to have been a mysterious twist in 
the current row between Zaire and Belgium over criti- 
cism in Belgium of President Mobutu’s policies and his 
human rights record. This time it doesn’t involve diplo- 
mats and politicians but the Zaire Army and letters to 
Army personnel from someone who apparently knows a 
lot about them. From Kinshasa Bisongo Buyami telexed 


this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Several Army offic- 
ers opened their post boxes to find khaki envelopes 
posted in Brussels containing documents described here 
as subversive. The documents called on the officers to 
rise up against the supreme chief of the Zairian Armed 
Forces, Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko. But the government 
says that it believes that all of the officers who received 
the subversive post immediately handed the documents 
over to their superior officers. One curious aspect of this 
affair is that all of the titles of the officers and their 
addresses were absolutely correct. It seems that whoever 
sent these letters had access to precise information, and 
it is also noted here that all of the officers who received 
the documents belong to the 3ist Airborne Brigade 
which is trained by French instructors. The whole affair 
is considered particularly dangerous in Kinshasa, where 
it is recalled that in 1967, during the rebellion against 
President Mobutu in Katanga, a similar postal campaign 
was launched from Belgium. It is feared that whilst there 
certainly are serious diplomatic and political aspects to 
the current dispute between Kinshasa and Brussels, there 
are also certain elements in Belgium who would go 
further and adopt openly subversive tactics. The Bel- 
gium ambassador to Zaire, Mr (Oncholinks), has been 
summoned to the Foreign Ministry to be shown the 
incriminating subversive post and this affair has now 
been added to the long list of disputes between the two 
countries. [end recording] 
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Ethiopia 


EPLF Attacks, Warship in Red Sea 
EA08 12204288 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Tigrinya 1500 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] EPLF commando units have attacked and damaged 
an Ethiopian warship in the Red Sea, east of Mersa Gulbub. 
The attack was carried out at 2200 on | December. Our 
commando units accomplished their mission and returned 
to their base safely. 


Kenya 


Moi Speaks on Return from PTA Summit 
EA0212150588 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 2 Dec 88 


[Speech by President Daniel Arap Moi on arrival at 
Nairobi airport from the Preferential Trade Area (PTA) 
summit at Arusha, Tanzania—live] 


[Excerpts] I am going to say a few words but my speech 
will be short. Citizens, my colleagues and I are happy to 
be back home from a short visit to a neighboring 
country, to Arusha, a town to the south of us. Some 15 
countries took part in our meeting. They came together 
to discuss economic cooperation, and things went well. 
We followed our normal approach, and so on. I hope all 
those countries which are concerned about economic 
matters will find ways to educate their citizens about the 
economy, so that they understand that the basis of every 
nation is a sound economy. That is why you see us all the 
time encouraging investors to invest here and guarantee- 
ing them ways of making profits, while leaving us our 
profit and ensuring wide employment. We spoke about 
all these things in Arusha and the meeting went well. 


The PTA chairman is the president of the United Republic 
of Tanzania. As you know, Kenya and Tanzania enjoy good 
relations. There are no complaints on either side. I would 
like all Kenyans to join hands with their Tanzanian friends. 
{applause} As you all know, from the outset Kenyans have 
been interested in neighborliness, just as they are interested 
in their own affairs, the affairs of Kenya. 


Museveni also met me. I told him I have no quarrel with 
anyone. The citizens of Kenya wish to remain in peace. 


But for anyone who tries to (?disrupt) the peace of our 
citizens, things will be different. We agreed that all our 
security personnel will cooperate to ensure that all those 
people who are out to undermine this government from 
over there and those tha, are bent on undermining that 
government from here—{changes thought] but we have 
never had people undermining that government. If we 
wanted to undermine it, [words indistinct]. As a Chris- 
tian, I have no need to see people dying. I do not approve 
of people dying. Their problem is their probiem. I do not 
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need to interfere in that problem. But we can assist each 
other; we can help them develop their country econom- 
ically so as to assist the people in those parts. [passage 
omitted] 


Our foreign policy is based on avoiding enmity with 
anyone. We have no wish to be enemies with anyone. As 
you also know, I held talks with the presideni of the 
PDRE. As you know, Ethiopia and Kenya Fave no 
quarrel at all. There is no kind of incitement. Our 
concern is to study the economy on that side and on this 
side, to study economic cooperation and cooperation in 
every sector between these two countries. 


I do not have much to say, except that we are happy to be 
here. You are all aware of this question of “poachers,” 
these people who poac!: animals. I am surprised to see 
that a poacher who kills people and animals is jailed for 
only 3 years. It should be reviewed. They should review 
this properly. [applause] People are poaching such ani- 
mals, which are our national heritage. These animals are 
an asset not only for our generation but for the future 
generation as well. They should be protected in order to 
bring Kenya fame and economic benefit. Therefore, 
stern measures should be taken. [passage omitted] 


* Moi Calls for End to Bishops-Politicians Feud 
34000050a Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
5 Oct 88 pp 1, 28 


[Article by Job Githinji] 


[Text] President Moi has called for an end to the debate 
between politicians and some bishops, mainly those of 
the Church of the Province of Kenya (CPK), Vice 
President Josephat Karanja told Parliament yesterday. 


Dr Karanja, who is also the leader of Government 
Business in the House, said it was the wish of the 
President that the debate on the issue should now stop 
following an assurance by Archbishop Manasses Kuria 
of the CPK on the Churches’ stand. 


But the vice president, who is also the Minister for Home 
Affairs and National Heritage, warned that the government 
would not tolerate subversion under the guise of religion. 


In a brief ministerial statement, Dr Karanja said all 
freedoms, including that of worship, had attached corre- 


sponding responsibilities. 
No freedom, he said, even if it were “God-given” would 
be confused with licence. 


The vice president told an attentive House that Parlia- 
ment had in July and 29 September this year debated the 
question of some bishops, mainly those of the CPK. 
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Dr Karanja was among fellow MPs who last week 
attacked Bishop Gitari of the Mount Kenya East Diocese 
of the CPK for criticising the recent Kanu Delegates 
Conference held at Nyayo Stadium in Nairobi. 


Last week, the secretary general of the ruling Kenya 
African National Union (Kanu), Mr Moses Mudavadi, 
singled out Bishops Okullu of Maseno, Muge of Eldoret, 
Gitari of Mt Kenya East and Dr Reverend Timothy Njoya 
of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, PCEA, claiming 
they were strong supporters of the racist Pretoria regime. 


The vice president told Parliament that Archbishop 
Kuria had elaborated the official stand of his church 
which he said had no foreign masters. 


Dr Karanja’s statement read: “The House had debated 
the question of some bishops mainly from CPK on two 
separate occasions recently—one in July and the other 
on 29th September 1988. 


“We have now heard the statement from the Archbishop 
Manasses Kuria of CPK. 


“He has said thai his Church has no foreign masters, also 
‘let it be clearly known by all peace-loving Kenyans and 
members of our party the Kenya African National Union 
that the CPK is not a political party, neither would it be up 
against the government or party and its members who are 
in all spheres, professions and all walks of life including 
Parliament and government, are loyal to our beloved 
president and government and would not take any part in 
fighting the president and the government which we so 
much love and respect.’ ““We must accept that assurance 
now that we know where CPK officially stands. 


“On the government's part, I would like to reiterate what 
I said here on Thursday i.e., we wiil protect all the 
freedoms enshrined in our Constitution—including that 
of worship. It is not the intention of this Parliament to 
deny anyone this freedom. 


“But we must remind everyone that all freedoms are 
attached to corresponding responsibilities. No freedom, 
even if it were "God-given™ can be confused with licence, 
we will not tolerate subversion under guise of religion. 


“Having said that, Mr Speaker, I would like to say that it 
is the wish of His Excellency the President that this debate 
should now stop and we get on with other business.” 


Last Sunday, Archbishop Kuria denied that the CPK 
Church had any foreign masters. 


The controversy started last week when Bishop Gitari 
said the Kanu delegates conference must not be used as 
rubber stamp for resolutions drafted by a few people. 


The bishop said some of the resolutions read out at the 
delegates conference at Nyayo National Stadium in Nai- 
robi should, have been discussed seriously before adoption. 
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Bishop Gitari singled out one resolution which praised 
civil servants for the manner in which they had con- 
ducted the party elections in various parts of the country. 


The bishop also criticised another resolution which 
claimed that the National Council of Churches of Kenya 
(NCCK) no longer represented the majority of Christian 
churches in Kenya. 


Bishop Gitari’s comments drew criticism from Parlia- 
mentarians, 14 of whom delivered a scathing attack 
against him. 


The Member of Parliament for Mbooni, Mr Johnstone 
Makau, who moved a motion of adjournment under Stand- 
ing Rule 20 to discuss the bishop's comments “As a Matter 
of National Importance,” called on Kenyans to condemn 
the bishop, whom he said had “sinister motives.” 


Mr Makau said Bishop Gitari had condemned the entire 
3,600 delegates and all the people who had elected them 


right from the grassroots. 


The MP said the delegates had campaigned hard for 5 
days before they met at the National Delegates Confer- 
ence in Nairobi, and added that the bishop “greatly erred 
in calling the delegates rubber stamps.” 


The ruling party Kenya African National Union, (Kanu) 
in a statement read by the Secretary-General, Mr Moses 
Mudavadi on Saturday, said the party does not recognise 
Bishop Gitari as a Kenyan, since his identity is that “of 
his foreign masters.” 


Mr Mudavadi, who is also the minister for Local Gov- 
ernment and Physical Plarining, said the bishop “should 
not be surprised if the Kanu Government removed the 
freedom of worship from him as he did not respect it.” 


Archbishop Kuria said on Sunday that the freedom of 
worship is God-given and could not be taken away by an 
individual. 


Archbishop Kuria said the CPK had no foreign masters, 
and reiterated the Church's loyal to President Moi, his 
government, and the ruling party, Kanu. 


In an answer to Mr Mudavadi, Bishop Gitari challenged 
the minister “to check his facts before making allegations, 
he cannot substantiate,” while the Reverend Timothy 
Njoya of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA), 
said he had no local or foreign master. 
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Tanzania 


* Zanzibar Clarifies Sugar Price Increases 
3400005 2f Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 
17 Oct 8 p 1 


[Article by Abdallah Yakuti in Zanzibar] 


[Text] The Zanzibar Government has clarified the new 
consumer prices for sugar announced here on Saturday, 
explaining that the raise from 55/85 to 65/- per kilo- 
gramme was lower compared to what it costs the Zanzibar 
Imports Board (BIZANJE) to buy and ship it from abroad. 


Officiating at tae climax of the week-long celebrations to 
mark the World Food Day here yesterday, the Zanzibar 
chief minister, Dr Omar Ali Juma, said a consignment of 
sugar which landed here last week from Europe had cost 
BIZANJE 90m/- in terms of purchase and freight charges. 


“This means for every kilo of sugar bought by consum- 
ers, the government will have to pay 25/- in subsidy,” he 
explained, noting that the entire consignment whose 
tonnage he did not disclose, would cost the government 
about 100m/- to subsidize consumer prices. 


This is the second price adjustment for sugar this year. 
Last April the government increased prices for the com- 
modity by 32 percent to 38/50 per kilo. 


“Judging from the trend of world inflation and steady 
decline of the exchange rate, I do not foresee the lowering 
of import and consumer prices for the foodstuffs—sugar 
and rice—in the near future, meaning we have to pull up 
our socks to grow the items,” he observed. 


In this endeavour, he paid special commendation to the 
Isies peasants for improved paddy output last season 
which came handy during the 2 months delay in rice 
shipment from abroad recently. 


The chief minister also lauded the Government of China 
for extending a 2 million shillings soft loan to finance the 
rehabilitation of sugarcane farms and sugar refinery at 
Mahonda, about 25 km from Zanzibar town. 


The agreement for the loan was signed here last April. 


Under the rehabilitation progaramme, China is to sup- 
ply new machinery for the refinery and farming equip- 
ment to revive production in the sugarcane farms sur- 
rounding the refinery. 


Uganda 


Museveni Returns from PTA Summit 2 Dec 
EA0312152288 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 3 Dec 88 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni is back from Arusha, 
Tanzania, where he attended the seventh PTA [prefer- 
ential trade area] summit meeting. Addressing a press 
conference at Entebbe International Airport immedi- 
ately after his arrival last evening, Mr Museveni told 
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journalists that the PTA has no outstanding problems 
facing it because many member countries have imple- 
mented what they resolved to do after the sixth summit 
held in Kampala in December last year. 


He said that the peziod of his chairmanship of the PTA 
since December last year has been one of the implemen- 
tation of PTA objectives and resolutions. President 
Museveni also disclosed that the PTA member states 
have accepted to use the organization’s travellers che- 
ques. He added the PTA membership has now gone to 16 
following the admission of Mozambique, during the 
just-ended Arusha summit meeting. Talking about the 
recent resignation by some ministers, President Muse- 
veni said that he had saved them from going to prison by 
taking some intermediate measures. He warned, how- 
ever, that next time he will not save anybody who 
misbehaves from going to prison. Mr Museveni clarified 
that the practice of people using public offices as immu- 
nity to misbehave is now a thing of the past. The 
president said that any public officer who behaves dis- 
gracefully will face the full force of the law and that what 
had so far happened was just a mere curtain-raiser. He 
added that there is much less reason for a public officer 
to misbehave than an ordinary Mwananchi [citizen]. 


Mr Museveni also said that soldiers have also com- 
plained about being verbally harrassed by the lumpen [as 
heard] through abuses. He therefore clarified that such 
misbehavior would land those lumpen in prison and they 
stand warned. On the situation in northern Uganda, 
President Museveni told th journalists that the rebellion 
there is finished because NRA [National Resistance 
Army] is strong and, as such, the Army is now in the final 
phase of wiping out the rebels. He stressed that ever since 
the insurgency came up in 1986, it has not been a 
military threat at all, but rather an insecurity nuisance. 


Talking on the international scene, President Museveni 
told the press conference that Uganda had recognized 
the Palestinian state proclaimed recently by the PLO 
because the Palestinian cause is a just cause. He said that 
Uganda does not deal with Israelis because they are 
wrong in expelling the Palestinians. He added that the 
Israelis should not claim to have a hom: by making 
others homeless. 


The press conference was attended by the prime minister, 
Dr Samson Kisekka, the second deputy prime minister and 
minister of foreign affairs, Mr Paul Ssemogerere, the Army 
commander, Major General Elly Tumwine, ministers and 
other senior government officials. 


While in Arusha, President Museveni held private talks 
with President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, President 
Daniel Arap Moi of Kenya, and President Buyoya of 
Burundi. President Museveni also received a PLO delega- 
tion headed by Mr Salman al-Harfi who delivered a special! 
message from PLO leader Mr Yasir ‘Arafat. [passage 
omitted] 
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Peace Talks Expected To Resume 12 Dec 
MB0912121388 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Text] United States mediated peace talks between South 
Africa, Angola, and Cuba will reportedly resume on 12 
December. According to diplomatic sources close to the 
The Congolese Government has not announced the 
resumption, but rooms have been reserved in the hotel 
which has served as the site for the discussions. The aim is 
an agreement between South Africa, Angola, and Cuba 
which will result in the withdrawal of 50,000 Cuban troops 
said to be in Angola and independence for Namibia. 


Gevernment Thought To Release Mandela 
MB0912122288 Johannesburg International Service in 
English 

1100 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The move of African National Congress leader 
Nelson Mandela from a Capetown clinic to a private 
home this week is in accordance to the South African 
Government's statement last month that Mandela would 
not be returned to prison once he had recuperated from 
his recent illness. As he indicated, President P.W. Botha 
[words indistinct] to release Mandela, provided that he 
continues cooperation between him and the authorities. 


Last month, the minister of justice, Mr Kobie Coetsee, 
said that if Mandela's health continues to improve it 
would no longer be necessary to care for him at the 
private clinic. In view of the particular circumstances of 
the case, including (7hostile) threats to his safety from 
different quarters, it has been decided that when the time 
comes, he will be transferred to a suitable, comfortable 
[word indistinct] accommodation, where he will be able 
to see members of his family [word indistinct] and on a 
continual basis. 


This is precisely what has now happened. It has been 
common for some time that the government 
has been seeking ways of releasing Mandela from prison, 
while at the same time ensuring his safety. There have been 
clear threats from right-wing extremists, while on the other 
end of the political spectrum, the power struggle in the 
ANC leadership could further threaten Mandela. 


ANC President Oliver Tambo has threatened that he 
would not stand down the presidency in favor of Man- 
dela [words indistinct]. Earlier this year, a high-ranking 
ANC official, Miss Dulcie September, was shot dead in 
Paris and French police believe she was assassinated as 
part of the power struggle in the organization. 
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So, it is not simply a question of releasing Mandela from 
prison, as has been the case with any other prisoner. 
Mandela is no ordinary prisoner. He has been (?built up) 
by the international media and the world’s (leftists) into 


a cult figure. 


There is a notion in [word indistinct] that he would 
automatically resolve South Africa’s problems. The 
other extreme of the poli\ical spectrum views Mandela as 
a committed communist who is bent on the revolution- 
ary transformation of South Africa into a socialist state. 


It is against this that the government is 
considering the release of the 70-year-old Mandela on 
humanitarian grounds after having served 24 years in 
prison for sabotage and plotting to overthrow the state. 


White Gunman Fires on Black Youths, Kills One 
MBO08 12192388 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Police in South Africa say a white gunman has 
opened fire on a group of black youths, killing one of 
them. The youths were walking to a bus stop in Johan- 
nesburg when a man began shooting al them. 


In a similar incident last month, a white gunman went on 
a rampage in the South African capital, Pretoria, shoot- 
ing dead 3 black people and wounding |7 others. 


Police End Delmas Trial Church Service 
MBO0712051588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2147 GMT 6 Dec 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 6 SAPA—Police interrupted 
and ended a church service in Johannesburg tonight for 
the recently convicted 11 Delmas trialists, after an 
earlier Delmas trial protest meeting at the University of 
the Witwatersrand was banned. 


About 30 armed policemen entered the Central Method- 
ist Church at about 9.20 pm while UDF patron Dr Allan 
Boesak was addressing the over 800-strong audience. 


The Rev Peter Storey told the crowd the gathering had 
been “declared illegal,” adding: “I don’t know why,” and 
requested everyone to leave quietly so as to avoid a 
“nasty confrontation”. 


Earlier today, the commissioner of police, Gen Hendrik 
de Witt, gazetted an emergency regulation order prohib- 
iting a gathering at the university of the Witwatersrand 
organised by the Delmas Trialists Ad-Hoc Support Com- 
mittee. All other protest gatherings against the Delmas 
trial have also been prohibited. 
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Other speakers at the prayer meeting included the gen- 
eral secretary of the South African Council of Churches, 
The Rev Frank Chikane, who welcomed the cong: ega- 
tion, which included members of some of the ~on victed 
trialists families, diplomats, foreign clergymen and for- 
eign and local journalists. 


“remember that this is a church service and to behave 
accordingly even though emotions are running high”. 


Mr Chikane told the congregation “we are living in times 
when the truth is prohibited, but church leaders in South 
Africa have committed ourselves to telling the truth”. He 
questioned the Delmas trial’s judgment, which has left 
prominent UDF leaders convicted of treason and terrorism. 


“What shocked me most was the basis on which they 
were found guilty...what is coded in South Africa as 
treason and terrorism needs to be de-coded,”’ he said. “I 
thought terrorists killed innocent people—but here 
you've got people involved ir. leadership and their crime 
is to Oppose ; 


Mr Chikane said if this country didn’t “repent from its 
sins of apartheid, repression and racism, then it had to be 
iediaad, GEldh Gall Go coulens. This couté lead to the 
destruction of our country.” 


Commenting on the restrictions imposed on recently 
released prominent detainee’s Walter Sisulu [name as 
received} and Eric Moloi, Mr Chikane said that the 
government disallowed any opposition which threatened 
its existence. The recent Boksburg Conservative Party 
saga had “exposed the lie of the National Party, that the 
new constitution is not a racist constitution...it is an 
apartheid constitution used to brutalise others on the 
basis of a reform programme,” he said. 


Dr Boesak accused the government of being icrrorists, 
not the “gentle, intelligent leaders such as Popo Molefe 
and Terror Lekota, with whom I've worked and strug- 
gled with for many years”. 


He said a government that could only depend on a gun 
was not a real government and...“Nelson Mandela is 
regarded as the leader of the people... The ANC happens 
to be the movement of the people”. 


Referring to the Boksburg issue, Dr Boesak said the CP 
had highlighted the Separate Amenities Act and was 
doing nothing more than “implementing PW's [State 
President P.W. Botha] law.” 


At this stage, the service was halted by police. The 
hissing crowd reluctantly moved from the church pre- 
mises, closely watched by police who prevented news- 
men from filming or taking photos. People arriving at 
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Wits [University of Witwatersrand] for its meeting were 
told the meeting had been banned and they should rather 
attend the prayer service at the Central Methodist Church. 


Police Raid UWC, Seize ‘Subversive’ Documents 
MB1208084988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0756 GMT ? Dec 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Dec 8, SAPA—Police seized “a large 
number of subversive publications” during a raid on the 
campus of the University of the Western Cape [UWC] 
on December | this year. 


The police public relations division in Pretoria today 
said a variety of the publications siezed during the raid 
was banned material concerning the African National 
Congress/South African Communist Party alliance. 


Typed notes on the ANC and SACP were found, police said. 


“Some of these subversive documents were found, inter 
alia, in the Ruth First Women’s Hostel, the Cecil Esau 
and Eduardo cos Santos Men's Hostels, as well as in the 
student council offices on the campus and the Basil 
Selwane Building.” 


A revolver, of which the serial number had been filed 
away, together with ammunition, was amongst the arti- 
cles seized, police said. The raid had been conducted on 
the strength of a warrant issued in terms of the Criminal 
Procedure Act, the public relations division said. 


“In order to avoid disrupting the students examinations 
and in the interests of the law-abiding students (by far 
the majority), the police delayed the search until after the 
examinations. 


“Prof Jakes Gerwell, Rector of the UWC, co-operated 
with the police by making representatives of the univer- 
sity available during the searching of the premises. 


“The SA Police are continuing their investigations and 
arrests are expected,” the division said. 


SAPA Releases Police Unrest Reports for 6-8 Dec 


Unrest Report 6 Dec 
MB0712063388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0610 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Dec 7, SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police Unrest report. 


“The following unrest-related incident was reported 
overnight: 


“At Thabong (Welkom) arsonists caused damage to a 
community hall.” 
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Unrest Report 7 Dec 
MB08 12064088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0613 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Dec 8, SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police unrest report. 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
during the past 24 hours: 


“At Mpumalanga (Hammarsdale) a trio of black gunmen 
fired a number of shots at two black men, wounding both of 
them. Three men were arrested by security force members. 


“At Umbumbulu (Port Natal) a group of black men set 
fire to a school causing fairly serious damage to an office, 
a storeroom and and a number cf classrooms. Twelve 
black men were arrested. 


“At KwaMashu (Durban) a private house was damaged 
when it was stoned by a group of blacks.” 


Unrest Report 8 Dec 
MB0912061488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0608 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Dec 9, SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police unrest report. 


“The following urrest-related incidents were reported 
during the past 24 hours: 


“Ai Botshabelo (Bloemfontein), a black man was injured 
and a house damaged when a group of blacks set fire to 
the dwelling. 


“In Johannesburg, a large group of placard-wielding blacks 
gathered outside the Johannesburg Hotel in Twist Street. 
When the group ignored police warnings to disperse, a 
baton-charge was carried out. Four black men and one 
black woman were arrested. No injuries were reported. 


“At Dindi (Taylors Halt area), Natal, a group of blacks 
attacked a private dwelling. At daylight (some two to 
three hours after the attack), the body of a black man was 
found. He had apparently been stabbed to death.” 


US. C To Sell Lavino Chrome Mine 
MB08 12105488 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 8 Dec 88 p 1 


[By Linda Ensor] 


[Text] The Aimcor conglomerate of the U.S. is shedding 
its Lavino chrome mine in the Eastern Transvaal. Calls 
for tenders have been made, a Lavino spokesman con- 
firmed yesterday, and it is believed a decision will be 
made this month. Short-listed candidates have been 
sworn to secrecy but are believed to include industry 
leader Samancor [SA Manganese Corporation] and sec- 
ond-in-line Rand Minei. 
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Aimcor wants paynient in dollars and, as the price is 
probably between $10m and $20m, the deal, when 
converted into finrands [R], could be between R37m anc 
R75m. 


Lavino has about 300 employees and many of them are 
members of the National Union of Mineworkers. 


The union was not informed of the pullout. Assistant 
general Secretary Marcel Golding said yesterday the 
NUM would formulate demands on the terms and 
conditions of the disinvestment to protect its members. 


Lavino’s spokesman denied the step had been kept secret 
to avoid union demands. The decision to sell was part of 
a Aimcor general rationalisation. 


Lavino was bought by AIMCOR with other interests 
from International Minerals & Chemicals. 


Lavino is estimated to produced between 200,000 and 
400,000 tons of chrome ore for the metallurgical and 
ferrochrome industry annually. 


The industry is keenly awaiting the outcome of the 
tender as the market could be significantly affected. 


Pik Botha, Botswana Foreign Minister Meet 6 Dec 
MB06 12090388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0851 GMT 6 Dec 88 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 6 SAPA—The minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha, and Botswana's minister of exter- 
nal affairs, Dr G. Chiepe, are meeting in Pretoria today, 
a foreign affairs spokesman confirmed. 


The two ministers have regularly n _« during the past few 
years to discuss “matters of mutual concern,” usually 
including security matters, and the alleged infiltration 
into South Africa of insurgents from Botswana. 


Earlier reports indicated that the minister of law and 
order, Mr Adriaan Viok, and the ministe: of defence, 
Gen Magnus Malan, would attend today's meeting. 


8 Dec Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MBO08 12201088 [Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


of Military Expenditure Unlikely—‘“The pos- 
sibility of peace will not cause South Africa to lessen its 
security forces’ expenditure and manpower,” says the 
page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on 8 December. “The Soviet Union is continu- 
ing with its destabilisation and offensive build-up in the 
region.” Defense Minister Magnus Malan emphasizes 
that “the terrorist campaign by the SA Communist Party 
and its terrorist agents continues, and ‘we cannot ignore 
the fact that SWAPO and the ANC have terrorists in 


Africa’.” “If, in time, we solve our internal problems, we 
may become a country that is accepted by its ncighbours 
and can live in peace with them. Until that happens, we 
will have to remain militarily strong, both in terms of 
armaments and manpower.” 


English on 8 December in a page 12 editorial. “Father 
Mkhatshwa, then genwral secretary of the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, was detained on June 12, 
1986. Two months later, he says, he was brutally tortured 
by security force members over a period of 30 hours.” 
Upon his release Mkhatshwa instituted a civil action for 


damages against the state. According to THE STAR the 
Ministry of Law and Order “says it is a payment made 
without admitting liability. We say that is a despicable 
evasion. Either the Ministry is giving public money to a 
liar, a lying clergyman at that—which would be indefensi- 
ble—or it is trying to shield some security force members 
from the public disgrace they richly deserve. Put bluntly, 
the Ministry allows 


BUSINESS DAY 


Lack of Faith in Political Foture—Although Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 8 December in a 
page 6 editorial rejects exchange controls, ‘‘the reality is 
that right or wrong, they are in force in South Africa. 
Therefore the Reserve Bank, as the appropriate author- 


fore suggests that the Reserve Bank is failing in its duty.” 
“The reason people and companies are shifting money 
out of South Africa, legally or otherwise, is because they 
lack faith in the country’s political future. The answer 
does not lie in controls, but in a political solution.” 
BUSINESS DAY believes “any solution will be imper- 
fect while controls are the order of the day. But until 
government recognises that, the central bank must shoul- 
der the responsibility for policing those controls.” Peace 
in Angoia To Bring Regiona! Benefits—‘ Agreement on 
Cuban withdrawal from Angola and independence in 
Namibia are not ends in themselves,” remarks a second 
editorial on the same page. “They are the start of a 
process which could not only end the conflict in Angola 
but also t'xe war in Mozambique.” “While the focus will 
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siill be on SA, this country will be better placed to deal 
with its own problems, and help its neighbours, if it is 
getting richer instead of poorer.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Bishops’ Sanctions Statement Shows Commitment to 
Change—A page 8 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES 
in English on 6 December says “the statement by the 
Anglican Bishops at the week-end is significant, suggest- 
ing that selected anc targeted forms of economic and 
diplomatic pressure could bring about relatively rapid 
change in South Africa. Not only does this reflect the 
commitment of the Anglican Bishops to real and rapid 
change, but it alse mcxes a major contribution to the 
debate about sanctions.” 


SOWETAN 


Editorial Welcomes State Aid To Clean Up Townships— 
“We have to this day found no reason to accept the black 
local authority system which we maintain still needs to 
be completely overhauled,” says the page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 8 December. 
“But we could not help sighing with relief when Soweto’s 
mayor, Mr Sam Mkhwanazi, announced plans for a 
major clean-up of the township.” “The 2 million rands 
the Government has put aside for the campaign is also a 
move to be welcomed. But it is high time the Govern- 
ment worked out 2 sysiem that would give credibility to 
the local authorities so as to avoid the situation that led 
Soweto and other black townships to be what they are.” 


TRANSVALER 


Editorial Welcomes Talks With USSR—Jot.aanesburg 
TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 6 December says in a 
page 8 editorial: “An important parallel development in 
South-West Arrica negotiations is that South Africa znd 
the USSR started talking. According to reports, our 
foreign affairs minister and a Soviet deputy minister had 
a 2-hour conversation in a hotel room.” “Talking to or 
bargaining or negotiating with the Soviets does not mean 
capitulating to communism.” “We have good reasons for 
hoiding direct talks with the Soviets, rather than through 
our dubious partner against communism, the U.S. State 
Department. The USSR, as a world power, is equal to the 
United States. It has, like the U.S., a specific interest in 
southern Africa.” “Seen thus, it is unthinkable that we, 


as the strongest regional power in our areca, are so 
adverse to contact with the USSR.” 


DIE BURGER 


PFP ‘Need to Survive’—“The cat was let 
out of the bag for the leftist opposition by none other 
than the new leader of the PFP, Dr Zach de Beer,” says 
a page 12 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in 
English on 6 December. “He confirmed that the moti- 
vation behind the PFP’s plans to amalgamate is the 
all-pervading need to survive. This remarkable confes- 
sion appears on the front page of the PFP propaganda 
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sheet under Dr de Beer’s own name. He writes that 
should the three parties, negotiating for unification, 
compete with each other in an election, the results would 
be catastrophic.” “This is the cry of a party whose policy 
meets so much rejection that it doubts its own future.” 


BEELD 


Blacks Need More Land Near Industrial Areas—Accord- 
ing to Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 7 Decem- 
ber in a page 12 editorial, “landownership is one of the 
fundamental issues in South Africa. Earlier it was 
believed that the majority of the population would be 
satisfied with a fifth of the land. Today rightists in white 
politics are still wrestling with the drawing board games, 
which will lead to massive removals and confrontation. 
Wiser people understand that white and black popula- 
tions grow and therefore more land is needed for settle- 
ment. To believe that for blacks this should happen away 
from the industrial areas is a chimera. The same eco- 
nomic forces which enticed the whites to the Pretoria, 
Witwatersrand, Vaal area also brought the blacks, and in 
the end the same forces lower the black birthrate. There- 
fore it is inevitable that blacks will get more land.” “It is 
typical of the CP that it sees in the extension of Soweto 
only increased unemployment, while positive people see 
the establishment of a stable middle class and the cre- 
ation of jobs and wealth.” 


9 Dec Press Review on Current Issues, Problems 
MBO09121 13488 [Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


State ‘Sincere’ in Phased Mandela Release —“‘Since the 
government has apparently decided on the phased 
release of Mandela, the radicals should see his transfer to 
the house as an indication that the government is, in fact, 
preparing the ground for his eventual freedom,” remarks 
the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on 9 December. “They should at least be pleased 
that he is not being returned to prison and that, instead, 
he will be living in a comfortable house complete with 
rose garden, wide expanse of lawn and swimming pool. It 
is not the kind of privilege given to any ordinary pris- 
oner.” “The government’s sincerity should not be 
doubted, nor should anyone under-estimate the risks it is 
taking. For one thing, the Conservative Party uses each 
concession as a sign of weakness. For another, the release 
of Mandela, when it comes, may fuel the unrest that 
simmers below the surface.” 


THE STAR 


South Africans Urged To Endorse Human Rights Decla- 
ration —According to Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 9 December in a page 14 editorial, the 
Human Rights Commission “believes that South Afri- 
cans, individually and in groups, can strive to do what 
the Government has not done. They can endorse the 
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principles of the Declaration by their words and actions. 
They can stand up and signal to the world that they wish 
to live by the norms that apply in the most civilised 
quarters—not by the Neanderthal standards of the Con- 
servative Party nor under the more pallid discrimination 
of the National Party Government.” Editorial Notes 
Gorbachev's ‘Friendliness’ —Referring to the speech at 
the UN by USSR President Gorbachev, a second edito- 
rial on the same page says: “Although reducing armed 
forces by half a million men sounds dramatic, it is only 
10 percent of overall Soviet military strength and does 
not weaken the massive Red Army presence in Eastern 
Europe.” However, “his friendliness towards the incom- 
ing Bush administration, suggestions for resolving the 
Afghanistan conflict, the value he places on the UN, his 
concern about Third World debt and the future of the 
planet—all reflect a tone of statesmanship hitherto 
unknown from a Kremlin leader. The West has reactec 
cautiously, yet Mr Gorbachev’s own caution may not 
have been enough to avoid an orthodox communist 
reaction at home.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


CP Reveals Moral Implications of Apartheid — 
“Boksburg residents may be ruing the economic effects 
of the Conservative Party’s attempts to turn back the 
apartheid clock, but SA as a whole owes a debt of 
gratitude to the CP,” says Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 9 December in a page 8 editorial. 
“The CP-dominated town council has made the nation 
face up to the moral and economic implications of 
apartheid.” “It is now far less likely that the CP would be 
able to muster enough votes in a general election to come 
near forming a government. Boksburg will have brought 
home to enough conservative-minded voters that, how- 
ever much they might like to revert to whites-only 
facilities, it is not worth turning their towns into eco- 
nomic wastelands.” 


SOWETAN 


Call for Mandela Release —According to Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 9 December in its page 8 
editorial, “the Government is playing political games by 
transferring African National Congress leader Nelson 
Mande!a from the Constantiaberg Clinic to a posh house 
attached to Victor Verster Prison in Paarl.”’ “Release 
Mandela. Let him go to his home in Soweto. Let him 
take part in the political process to get his country 
accepted in Africa and the rest of the world.” “Many 
people, including Government spokesmen, have been 
speaking about and on behalf of Mandela and what he 
stands for. That is why it is important, nay imperaive, 
that he comes out and speaks for himself.”” CP Municipal 
Victories ‘Triumph’ for NP—According to Ameen Akhal- 
waya in the “Guest Column” on page 9 of Johannesburg 
SOWETAN, the CP’s October victory in a few munici- 
palities “has been a triumph for the National Party. The 
Nats have turned the CP’s attempts to re-introduce 
visible public apartheid (VPA) into a public relations 
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exercise which makes them look like bleeding-heart 
liberals to their friends abroad and those inside SA who 
desperately seek signs of genuine change. In fact, it is 
part of the ‘red-herring factor’ on which the Nats thrive. 
Black political analysts have noted previously how the 
Nats take a side track on thorny issues, and then make 
these appear to be genuine steps on the road to reform.” 
“These red-herrings are gobbled up, not by blacks who 
often wonder what the fuss is about when they can’t feel 
the benefits of Nat ‘reform,’ but by Pretoria’s ‘friends’ 
abroad, and whites in South Africa who are annoyed by 
blacks’ refusal to be grateful.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Call for Abolition of Land Act—“‘The government's deci- 
sion to set aside about 13,000 hectares of land, including 
industrial land and some small-holdings, west of Soweto 
for occupation for black people is, as far as it goes, to be 
welcomed,” says a page 8 editorial in Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English on 7 December. But CAPE TIMES 
believes the government “should go much further. Sim- 
ilar developments are needed in all the urban areas of 
South Africa, particularly in the Cape Peninsula. Indeed, 
it should scrap the Land Act, a long-standing symbol of 
w hite-imposed segregation, so that all people, regardless 
of their racial classification, can freely acquire agricul- 
tural land throughout the country.” 


TRANSVALER 


Country Cannot Ignore Black Presence—Johannesburg 
TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 7 December in a page 8 
editorial says “blacks cannot be wished out of any part of 
South Africa. By trying to ignore their presence we have 
already made many mistakes and caused a great deal of 
damage in different areas. Therefore the announcement of 
a new residential and industrial area west of Soweto is 
nothing more than recognition of the reality of blacks, 
especially on the Witwatersrand, where they are a perma- 
nent and growing part of the South African population.” 


DIE BURGER 


Voters Must Deal With CP—“lIt is significant that those 
who in the past accused the government of over-eager 
interference at lower government levels, are now com- 
plaining the most because the government does not stop 
the CP’s rashness in places such as Boksburg,” observes 
Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 7 December in 
a page 20 editorial. DIE BURGER points out that “the 
idea is for voters to deal with the far rightists and their 
dangerous policies—at the polls, and in the meantime to 
do so through community pressure on CP town councils in 
order to dissuade them from their destructive practices.” 
Contradictions of Left-Wing Alliance—‘A striking and 
somewhat amusing characteristic of the attev cwcal party, 
is the amount of contradictory talk it is causing,” remarks 
a second editorial on the same page. “Especially from the 
ranks of the Independent Party, there is no modesty in the 
boasts about how strong the party would be. It is alleged 
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that no other party attracts so many ‘dissatisfied’ Nation- 
alists such as the Independent Party, while the party leader 
even claims to have more support than any other party 
besides the NP in the Cape and Natal.” “There can be no 
other conclusion but that pure political opportunism 
remains the greatest incentive of the unification plans 
worked at so diligently.” 


BEELD 


Editorial Hopeful of Peace Agreement —Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 8 December in a page 8 editorial 
refers to British Ambassador Robin Renwicks’s state- 
ment that peace in southwestern Africa will have a 
“profitable impact on South Africa’s relations with the 
outside world.” “Fortunately there is no mention of 
turning back.” It is important now to sign the Brazzaville 
Protocol that is the “decisive step toward official peace. 
The chances look good for the document to be signed 
before Christmas.” Moreover, “South Africa has already 
distinguished itself as a cautious negotiator. Therefore 
South Africa will probably rectify what is bothering it 
about the current agreement during the next talks. We 
are convinced of that.” 


* AWB Union Man Argues for White Militancy 
34000090a Braamfontein FRONTLINE in English 
Oct 88 pp 16-17 


[Article by Harald Pakendorf] 


[Text] He comes from Natal’s Umzinto, where there are 
no registered white residents left, he says without bitter- 
ness. And adds: I now live in Pretoria. He smiles: 
conservative Pretoria. 


Philip Strauss is 36, sits on the Groot Raad of the AWB 
and its general secretary of the Running and Operating 
Staff Union of the South African Transport Services. 


He is one of those people one hears little of—white trade 
unionists and white workers. 


News reports and analyses are full of Cosatu, sometimes 
Nactu, of strikes, of threats to strike, of the clamour of 
unionists driving hard bargains on behalf of their members. 


It is almost as if the white worker is accepted as the stable 
backbone of commerce and industry, a part of the daily 
workload one need not worry about. 

White workers don’t strike, don’t ask for new holidays, 
don’t plead international sanctions at the same time that 
they insist on better pay and conditions. 

Nice guys, white workers and white unionists. 


Philip Strauss is about to change all that. 
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Weare not militant enough, he says, but adds hastily that 
he does not mean that in any physical sense. Neither that 
any unlawful acts are being contemplated. Far from it. 
White workers have a proud record of being responsible 
and acting within the law. 


He sighs: It may be difficult to get them out of the 
lethargy they have fallen into. Difficult to understand 
why they won’t do more for themselves. 


He ruminates: It may be because they never had really to 
fight for themselves, what with a white government always 
looking after them and there always being jobs available. 


But that has all changed, he insists, and it will mean and 
must mean more militancy from the white workers. 


They feel themselves threatened and unsure. There is a 
tendency to appoint blacks. That may be because business- 
men think they have to right an historical injustice but 
whatever the reason, the white worker is feeling the pinch. 


But why not work closely together with the multi-racial 
and black unions? It would seem as if they are well able 
to look after their own members, and in the end all 
workers’ interests are the same—aren’t they? 


Strauss may be a big man in the AWB and may like his 
conservative Pretoria but there is little overt racism in him. 


He points out that some of the black trade unionists are 
way ahead of some of their white counterparts, and 
insists that he has never had a problem admitting it. 


Unions, he says, are about their members and all the 
members are workers. But, he adds hastily, that is of 
course all they have in common. 


One has to be honest and principled in life—you cannot 
be joined in a multi-racial union and not contemplate 
the next step, living together in the same suburbs, 
sharing schools and community services. 


You see, he says, we and Cosatu have something in 
common. Our members don’t stop being important 
when they leave the shopfloor. They are workers and 
humans on their way home, in their homes in their lives 
beyond the work situation. 


They must be seen in their whole socio-economic situa- 
tion. A worker has more needs than just good pay and 
good working conditions. 


And like Cosatu, we increasingly intend looking after 
those needs too. Does that not mean you have to move 
into the political arena? In fact, could you not develop— 
maybe even you already are—another wing of the Con- 
servative Party? 


He smiles: Like Cosatu, we are noi allowed to have any 
party political links. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Grins impishly: Of course, it would be silly of us not to 
use whatever political clout we may have to advance the 
cause of our members. 


We need a political car which will listen to what we have 
to say. It will be said responsibly. We will not demand 
anything at the cost of the black worker, nor will we just 
complain. We will criticise and put forward constructive 
suggestions. 


But one thing is certain, you will hear from us. 


Politics in any party sense? No, no, certainly not. But 
politics in a broader sense—yes, of course, because all 
trade unions need politics. There is no other way of 
getting the best for your members. 


But sitting on the Groot Raad of the AWB, is that not a 
problem? In the end, if there are ever clashing interests, 
who wins? 


Strauss is certain: | am a union man and what is best for 
my members will always dictate what I have to do and 
decide. There is no conflict of interest possible. 


We have to face reality. Black workers are increasing in 
number and active in their unions and politically. But 
there is one motto you can be sure we will stick to—we 
don’t intend being flooded out of our jobs by sheer 
numbers. There must always be white unions because 
there will always be a need for white workers. 


We may be few in numbers, but we represent the 
important numbers, a link in the production line which 
is vital—if that link is not there or does not function 
properly, there is no production. 


The white worker is learning rapidly that he will keep his 
job and remain important if he is well-trained, reliable 
and an expert. 


What we have to look to in the end is co-management 
like the West Germans have it—management and work- 
ers run the company together. 


Black workers too? If they are capable, says Strauss. 


Then, almost passionately: We have to train our workers. 
We have to instill in them the need that they have to 
become specialists—that is the way to survival. 


Isn't this easy talk?—the Railways have always had a 
strong social role as far as whitc workers are concerned 
and now with privatisation suddenly the real world will 
have to be entered. 


Not so, says Strauss, SATS [South African Transport 
Services] has long ago shed its social responsibilities. As 
for privatisation—that is something to look forward to 
because it could serve the cause of the workers better 
than high-handed decisions of Big Brother. 
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Reflectively he adds: That is of course if the union 
leadership knows what it is about because it will have to 
look after the interests of its members. 


And Strauss is confident he can handle it. 


As well he might be. He has done a diploma course at 
Unisa in Industrial Relations, he has worked as a man- 
agement consultant in labour relations, has taught indus- 
trial relations and has had a spell with Manpower. 


He has done it all. 


He had been with the union for only four years when he 
became general secretary. Clearly the kind of man a great 
deal more will be heard of. 


What is what he intends because as he says, it is time the 
white worker is heard again, and his presence made felt 
to the extent that he cannot be ignored by anybody. 


* Sale of Sub Plans to Pretoria Still Open Case 
36200025z Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 
7 Oct 88 p 31 


[Article by Wolfgang Hoffmann: “Aground”] 


[Text] District Judge Michael Hertz-Eichrode in Bonn 
has created a difficult situation for the submarine inves- 
tigating committee of the 11th Bundestag. The judge 
rejected the committee’s motion to seize important 
documents which are needed to clear up the controver- 
sial submarine transaction with South Africa. This 
threatens to bring the committee’s work to a halt. 


The judge’s decision could not have come at a better 
time for the coalition parties. Friedrich Bohl, submarine 
chairman for the CDU/CSU, immediately used the deci- 
sion to demand once more that the SPD “‘let the matter 
rest.” This has been Bohl’s objective since the beginning 
of the investigation. With its majority, the coalition is 
trying time and time again to torpedo or delay the cross 
examination of important witnesses. This is lending 
more weight to the impression that the government has 
something to hide in this affair. 


With his ruling not to confiscate documents that could 
serve to clarify matters, Judge Hertz-Eichrode has com- 
mitted this impression to paper. If the ruling stands, 
there is little prospect of clearing up beyond any doubt 
what the investigating committee is supposed to clar- 
ify—the question whether and under what circumstances 
South Africa came into the possession of design plans to 
build reproductions of German submarines. So far only 
the attempt, but not the finished deed, has been proved. 
However, there is a mass of circumstantial evidence 
which fits together to create a mosaic of a multifaceted 
and illegal arms trade. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


October 1981: Representatives of the Luebeck Inge- 
nieurkontor (IKL) {Engineering Office Luebeck] and the 
Houwaldtswerke Deutsche Werft (HDW) [Houwaldi 
Works German Shipyard] in Kiel lay the foundation 
stone for the deal. The South African company K. F. 
Albrecht receives a provisional contract. Albrecht is 
supposed to involve the German submarine builders in 
the transaction with South Africa. From then it still takes 
almost 2 years until all the details are cleared up. The 
final, crucial question still remains unanswered. Will 
Bonn approve the transaction. Three variations are 
planned: the export of complete submarines, laid down 
at HDW, the delivery of plans, including necessary 
components, or the minimal solution, the transfer of 
know-how in the form of blueprints, which South Africa 
then uses to build the warships itself. 


All three variations would be illegal. In 1977 the United 
Nations imposed an arms embargo on South Africa, 
which the FRG joined. The export of arms or arms 
know-how to South Africa is prohibited. This prohibi- 
tion is part of German foreign trade law. 


October 1983: Ernst Pieper, chairman of the oversight 
committee of state-owned HDW in Kiel, sends a memo 
about the planned transaction to Minister of Finance 
Gerhard Stoltenberg as the representative of the ship- 
yard owner responsible. Even this memo—numbered IK 
92—leaves no doubt that those making the transaction 
were fully aware of the illegality of their plans. Three 
points in the memo indicate this: 


First: The submarine plans were to be taken to South 
Africa on microfilm in South African diplomatic bags. 


Second: The ships are to be altered by means of addi- 
tional superstructure “‘to avoid the appearance of Ger- 
man design.” 


Third: Because everyone is fully aware that Bonn cannot 
officially approve the transaction, an unofficial route is 
considered. It would suffice for the German submarine 
builders “if a leading official were to make a statement to 
the engineering office similar to the one given at the time 
in the case of Israel.” In 1973 Bonn had tacitly tolerated 
Israel receiving submarines by circuitous methods. With 
Bonn providing cover but not formal approval, the 
blueprints had been exported to Great Britain, where the 
ships were subsequently built. 


When Gerhard Stoltenberg reads the memo, which is 
being circulated to other offices in Bonn, he advises 
against the transaction. That is clea: from the files and 
the Finance Minister’s statements. The representatives 
from HDW and IKL, most noticeably their lobbyist in 
Bonn, Siegfried Zogimann, well-known in Bonn circles 
as a former FDP delegate who converted to the CSU, do 
not give up. Minister for Foreign Affairs Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher and Bavarian Prime Minister Franz Josef 
Strauss are made privy to the affair. Strauss, in turn, puts 
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in a word with Chancellor Helmut Kohl for the transac- 
tion. At the beginning of 1984, the permanent secretary 
in the Ministry for Economics, Lorenz Schomerus, 
learns of the plan. After reading memo IK 92 he also 
advises against the plan. Schomerus knows: no approval 
will be forthcoming from the Federal Security Council, 
which has jurisdiction over the planned export. 


June 1984: South Africa’s President Pieter W. Botha 
visits Bonn. He is supposed to ask for a green light in a 
discussion with Chancellor Kohl. Although the Chancel- 
lor is aware of the U.S. arms embargo, he actually agrees 
to an examination and states that he will look into the 
matter personally. That does not necessarily mean any- 
thing. Anyone who knows Kohl knows that he likes to 
give evasive answers when clarity is required. His closest 
colleagues, the Secretary of State lawyer Waldemar 
Schreckenberger, the permanent secretary, Horst Telts- 
chick, the foreign policy advisor, are to see to the 
necessary clarity, both political and legal. Both of them 
testify later before the investigating committee that they 
had seen no chance for the planned transaction and had 
stated this in unambiguous terms to the two firms. 


At this point at the very latest, the two intimates of the 
chancellor must regret in retrospect that they made no 
provision for any documentary procedure concerned 
planned transaction IK 92 for the files of the chancellor's 
office. Instead of putting their denial on paper and filing 
it, they sent all the relevant documents to the shredder, 
without even reading them, as Horst Teltschick assures 
the investigating committee. He was concerned about 
“being drawn into the matter.” But what position would 
the government be in today if Teltschick had allowed 
himself to be drawn in and if he could prove black on 
white the assurances that are now being made at such 
length, that he and others always said only ‘No’? 


July 1984: Shortly after a letter from Franz Josef Strauss 
to Chancellor Kohl—Strauss is urging Kohl to agree to 
the transaction—company representatives make tele- 
phone calls to secretary of state Schreckenberger. In the 
files of IKL and HDW—to the extent they are available 
to the investigating committee without the seizure 
order—a memo that conflicts with the negative decisions 
from Bonn appears. According to the memo, the secre- 
tary of state indicated the chancellor's agreement and 
held out the prospect of formal approval. However, 
Schreckenberger is also supposed to have said that the 
companies would not be able to make the telephone 
conversation the basis for making the FRG liable for 
damages later. 


It is still not clear whether the companies misunderstood 
Schreckenberger or may even have deliberately falsified 
memos in order to obscure later clarification from the 
outset. The company managers involved have refused to 
testify before the investigating committee. It is neverthe- 
less clear that a final contract was signed in June 1984, 
with one proviso. It was to go into effect in mid August 
1984 following approval by the government. 
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And it does go into effect, in the shape of the minimal 
solution. When the companies continue their efforts to 
win official approval from Bonn, submarine blueprints 
are gradually being sent to Cape Town in South African 
diplomatic bags. However, Bonn continued to refuse 
official approval of the transaction. In mid January 1985 
ministry director Teltschick, according to his own testi- 
mony, issued his final, definitive ‘No.’ 


June 1985: During a conversation in the Ministry of the 
Economy the company represent. tives from HDW and 
IKL inform Secretary of State Dieter von Wuerzen that 
they had partially fulfilled their contract with South Africa. 
From this moment the transaction is threatened with 
discovery. Bonn has to act. The Ministry for Economics 
first studies whether it is dealing with a contravention of 
the arms control law. In this event the federal prosecutor 
would have to become involved—with all the attendant 
publicity. The Ministry decides against the federal prose- 
cutor and for a less serious offense under the foreign trade 
law. Under this law the illegal export of blueprints would 
only be an infraction. This can be dealt with quietly, by the 
Superior Financial Board (OFD) in Kiel. The matter is in 
good hands, with its president Svend Olav Hansen, a man 
of the Bonn party stripe. There the inquiry runs its course. 
One and a half years pass. 


November 1986: On the 16th of the month the KIELER 
NACHRICHTEN reveals the first details of the transac- 
tion. One week later the OFD in Kiel—apparently in 
great haste—drafts a preliminary report of the inquiry 
and proposes dropping the proceedings against the com- 
pany representatives but also imposing a fine of 
DM50,000 on IKL and HDW. This would remove the 
affair of the transfer of submarine plans from the agenda. 
But it is too late. Bonn is facing an election, and an affair 
involving the government can only be welcome to the 
opposition. The opposition petitions for the formation 
of an investigating committee, which has very little time 
to clarify the matter. The new version of the investiga- 
tion by the 11th Bundestag after the election in the 
winter of 1987 is to yield more, primarily a mass of 


discrepancies. 


Among them is the final discontinuation of the investi- 
gative process by the OFD in Kiel, principally the reason 
given. The process is terminated because “the results of 
the inquiry show that the blueprints delivered are not 
enough to build a submarine or major components 
thereof.” This decision verges on bending the law. 
According to item 0009 of the embargo list that was in 
force in 1984, the export of warships (editor’s note: the 
export of technical knowledge is the equivalent) is pro- 
hibited “without regard to their operational capability.” 


In addition, the OFD in Kiel based its decision on an 
expert of dubious value and then interpreted his opinion 
in an extremely arbitrary fashion. The expert from the 
Office for Economics responsible for the expert testi- 
mony had never seen the inside of a submarine before 
his testimony. And although he disputes the military 
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relevance of the blueprints, he offers this for consider- 
ation: “If one assumes the proper support and the 
purchase of the necessary components, an estimated 
time savings of 2 years could be projected, based on the 
plans for in-house development by South Afri .” The 
South Africans do not lack for expert technical support. 
The former chief designer of HDW, Gerd Rademann, 
has been in Durban, South Africa, since the beginning of 
1986. There is a shipyard there, which, according to a 
study by its German business partner, is capable of 
building submarines. In its evaluation the OFD in Kiel 
also overlooked an interview with the South African 
head of state, Botha, who had stated quite plainly in 
November 1987 that his country would build subma- 
rines and had a suitable technical team for this purpose. 


Also ignored was an agreement between the German and 
South African partners which was drawn up in October 
1984, just at the time when delivery of the blueprints had 
begun. In the agreement it states: “A process of deliber- 
ate dissemination of disinformation is needed to awaken 
the impression that the construction phase of this project 
has been delayed for an undetermined period. IKL and 
HDW are requested to inform individual persons in the 
West German Government and to assure them that this 
method was chosen to avoid every conceivable risk.” 


In the event that an investigation were launched from/by 
some side or other, the following explanation was to be 
given; “Following the completion of a study of South 
African defense planning and of the purchasing program, 
the submarine program is one of those that has been 
postponed indefinitely.” 


These directions were strictly adhered to. Even before 
the submarine investigating committee resumed its work 
after the Bonn summer break, the head of the South 
African Navy, Vice Admiral Glen Syndercombe, stated 
in Pretoria that South Africa had completed the first 
phase of modernization of its submarine fleet. And in 
line with the planned disinformation, the vice-admiral 
added: “As a consequence the domestic construction of 
submarines was postponed indefinitely.” 


There can be no doubt that the Houwaldtswerke in Kiel 
(HDW) and the Ingenieurkontor in Luebeck (IKL) kept 
their part of the agreement and honestly earned their 
money for the blueprints, DM60 million. Nothing was 
paid back and there were no requests to return anything. 
That was agreed upon in December 1984 for the even- 
tuality “that the world collapses.” A memo from the 
HI ard states that “the plans will be returned...and 
th s will also be paid back as far as possible.” 


The | egal transaction has taken place, whether with or 
without the tacit acquiescence of the government will 
probably never be properly explained following the deci- 
sion of the Bonn district judge, Michael Hertz-Eichrode, 
at least not without knowledge of all the documents 
which HDW and IKL are being allowed to continue to 
keep under lock and key. 
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* Rise of Africanism in Black Politics Noted 
34000088 Braamfontein FRONTLINE in English 
Oct 88 pp 30-31 


[Text] Biack politics is turning a circle, says Nomavenda 
Mathiane, not so much because of the merits of the 
challengers as because of disillusion with the incumbents. 


Orlando Main Road is one of the oldest roads in Soweto. It 
separates and links innumerable townships, and it also 
separates people. Next to Uncle Tom’s Hall, on the right at 
a corner stands a small cottage with flowers. That is 
Zephania Mothopheng’s house. Crossing the road on the 
left is a house secured in a concrete wall with a lawn. That 
is Nelson Mandela’s house, now rebuilt from the fire. 


The two have much in common. Both are long term 
prisoners. Both are presidents of banned organizations, 
Mothopeng the Pan-Africanist Congress and Mandela 
the African National Congress. Both were once com- 
rades in the same organization, the ANC Youth League, 
which disbanded when the Pan-Africanist Congress 
came into being. 


For many years the ANC was the only liberation move- 
ment in South Africa. But then after World War II 
disenchanted young members grew tired of “knocking ‘on 
the door” and formed the more militant Youth League. 
Then came the drawing up of the Freedom Charter in 
1955. The Africanists rejected it and in April 1959 the 
Pan-Africanist Congress was born at the Donaldson Hall 
in Orlando. 


In no time the PAC made itself felt. It called for the 
people to refuse to carry passes. Despite the opposition 
of the ANC, the call was widely heeded. The country was 
plunged into chaos. Except for the Bambatha Rebellion 
at the turn of the century, the South African regime had 
never been so powerfully challenged. On March 21, 1960 
the Sharpeville massacre took place. The pass protest 
had turned tragic. Yet the infant PAC had equalled the 
venerable ANC in stature, with the Paarl uprising and 
the march on Cape Town causing more stir than any- 
thing the ANC had done in fifty years. 


The government soon squashed both organizations. 
They went into exile, at war not only with the regime but 
with each other. 


To this day PAC claims it started the revolution, and 
that it had trained cadres, in places like Egypt, long 
before the ANC. But it has had nothing to show of its 
existence except wrangles and tragedies. 


Some blamed power-struggles among the leaders. Others 
put the blame on the absence of liberals (meaning 
whites), leading to financial constraints. For whatever 
reasons, PAC seemed to have died while ANC rode the 
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cresi. In 1986 while “Release Mandela” calls ran high, 
the PAC central committee met in Dar-es-Salaam and 
elected another prisoner of Pretoria, Zephaniah Motho- 
peng, as president. 


If the idea was to provide an alternative symbol to Man- 
dela, it did not work as far as the media are concerned. The 
PAC remains deep in the shadows. It is seen by nearly all 
respectable commentators as merely a joke organization, 
doing even less than the ANC to actually bring about the 
liberation everybody talks about. 


Despite this there are many PAC people in South Africa. 
It is today more easy than for years to hear them 
speaking openly, and they seem very little worried by the 
common treatment of the ANC as a government in 
waiting. They are confident that come open elections 
they will win hands down. They draw a parallel with the 
Zimbabwe struggle, pointing out that for years Nkomo 
was seen as the father of Zimbabwe nationalism while 
Mugabe was ignored by the liberal press. When the time 
came, Nkomo was nowhere. 


They say they are discriminated against by the Western 
press because the West wants to see a “compromise 
faction” (i.e., the ANC) inherit South Africa and not a 
true “nationalist movement” (the PAC). 


It has become quite common at gatherings to see the 
singing of the African Anthem accompanied either by 
the clenched fist or with the open-hand salute of the 
Pan-Africanists. For many years past it was either sung 
with the clenched fist or hands down. (Strangely, the 
ANC’s raised thumb has been overtaken by the clenched 
fist, which started as a Black Consciousness salute.) 


At the same time it is no longer strange to hear people 
greeting with the Africanist slogan ‘Izwe Lethu’ (Our 
Land). At a ‘neutral’ party recently I was surprised to 
hear guests entering with ‘Izwe Lethu’ as if that was 
entirely conventional. At funerals you can see the open- 
hand salute openly. 


The fact that today even students at the Soweto College 
of Education are openly identifying with the Africanists 
is also a pointer. For the past several years, there was no 
way a Symposium with speakers such as Sipho Sepamla, 
Paul Maake and Prof Njabulo Ndebele—Africanist pro- 
tagonists—could have taken place at that campus. That 
used to be UDF territory. 


But now that symposium has been held. 


If one if to go by the graffiti in the townships and read 
anything into that, then one can say there are less and 
less signs of UDF and ANC lately. Although that does 
not necessariiy mean they have been replaced by those of 
the PAC. 
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Azapo has been assumed to be an off-spring of the PAC. 
It is often considered an “internal wing” in the same way 
the UDF is called an “internal wing” of the ANC. 


Questioning Azapo on this marriage one gets the feeling 
that there is no love lost between the two. Some Azapo 
members say the PAC are confused in wanting to include 
whites in their Africanism. 


“PAC says anyone who owes allegiance to Africa is an 
African. That means any white who calls himself an 
African is an African”, complains one Azapo member. 


Azapo accepts anybody who is discriminated against by 
white rule. This includes Indians and Coloureds, regardless 
of how privileged they may be. Some people feel Azapo is 
unfair in including Indians and Coloureds as they come 
from different backgrounds to those of black people. 


For instance when applying for overseas scholarships, 
the Indians get the bulk of the money because they are 
studying Masters and fancy degrees while the black-black 
is battling on a first degree maybe. They also enter 
politics as academics and experts to lead the less edu- 
cated masses, who are the blacks. Another thought 
describes Indians as the merchant class with blacks being 
the workers. 


This is a deja vu of the feelings which resulted in the 
creation of SASO [South African Students Organiza- 
tion]. Then the feeling was to put whites on one side and 
Indians and blacks and coloureds together on the other. 
Now there is talk that Indians and coloureds belong on 
the other side. 


To Azapo, the PAC was a phase in history which is now 
outmoded. That is exactly the same as the ANC says 
about Azapo and Black Consciousness [BC]. Yet the 
PAC casts itself as the modern one, and the other two as 
outdated phases. The PAC people say it is they who 
recognize only one race, the human race. Their big 
objection is that the ANC and the Freedom Charter 


recognize “national groups.” 


Recently at a union seminar, Cunningham Ngcukana of 
Nactu spoke of ‘African workers’ while Phandelani Nef- 
holovodvhe, also of Nactu, referred to ‘black workers’. 
Most of their union members don’t bother about such 
polemics; to them both words mean the same. Yet many 
eyebrows were raised at the seminar. People saw a split 
coming up between Africanist and BC, and indeed at the 
congress the Africanists moved in strongly. Now the BC 
people, who have been their fellow-travellers for many 
years, feel themselves kicked in the teeth. 


One swallow does not make a summer, but the Nactu 
incident is just one of many indications of a new era. BC 
and Africanists have needed each other to survive at all 
against the non-racial Cosatu giant. Now it is obvious 
that theirs was a marriage of convenience. It is still 
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convenient, but the question is whether the convenience 
is strong enough to outweigh the hostilities, or will the 
30-year-long two-part tradition of black politics turn into 
a full-scale three-way split? 


While Africanism is on the rise internally, the poor repu- 
tation of the PAC in exile is unchanged. The mediocre 
leadership is legendary. The organization has been bogged 
down with problems ranging from fatal power-struggles to 

charges. Moreover, the PAC’s literature 
seems to be very antiquated. To this day it still distributes 
materials which refer to ancient notions such as the 
“United States of Africa” and language like “dialectical 
struggle” which seems to be borrowed from olden-days 
Russia. Like the ANC in exile, the PAC seems oblivious to 
the changing situations of black people at home. Whatever 
upsurge in Africanism there has been, it is unlikely that it 
is thanks to input from abroad. 


One school of thought maintains that the rise of African- 
ism is simply because of the decline of the UDF. They 
credit that partly to the reign of terror which was 
experienced in the townships, which was identified with 
the UDF. Partly also it may be because the Charterists 
have been the dominant faction for some time. They 
have long been promising that “victory is ours,” but the 
people see no victory and lose faith. 


Meanwhile the PAC has also been offering unfulfilled 
promises. There is not much difference between its 
promises and the ANC’s promises, but the ANC’s have 
been heard and the PAC’s have not been heard, which is 
the PAC’s good luck. 


At the same time there has always been a “gut feeling” 
for Africanism rumbling in many people’s souls. As one 
person says there is no way one could wish Africanism 
away in Africa. “We are in Africa. All these non-racialist 
and power-sharing strategies are time-buying gimmicks. 
it would be a different matter :f we were Africans in 
America, we would be begging for a place in the sun, but 
this is South Africa and we are the rightful heirs. If you 
look closely at the ANC, you will notice that even they 
are becoming Africanist. Of course we understand that 
they are bound by the presence of whites not to come out 
as honestly as they would like to, but down the ladder 
you have the 1976 lot and the’80 lot. Those speak the 


Africanist language through and through.” 


Meanwhile on the BC front, with the rug pulled from 
under their feet they stand exposed for their lack of adult 
support. They rally students and young intellectuals, who 


“graduate out’ as they get older. 


Maybe as we saw the rise and fall of the UDF we are 
witnessing the crescent of PAC, time will tell. 


From the point of view of the black person in the 
townships, none of the political movements are achiev- 
ing. The differences between them are sometimes what 
only high-grade intellectuals can understand. For 
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instance most Africanists are no more “anti” the ordi- 
nary individual white man than the Charterists are. They 
are only anti the idea that the whites should have a 
separate position in South Africa, and in fact the Char- 
terists are also anti this idea, whatever their acknow- 
ledgement of “national groups” actually means. 


It comes down to the fact that everybody is fed up with 
white rule but nobody knows how to end it, so everybody 
turns on each other and nobody makes progress. 


* Bophuthatswana Political Trends 
34000092a Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
in English 27 Oct-2 Nov 88 


[Text] Early this year the South African government sent 
in its forces to put down a coup in the Bophuthatswana 
homeland. The South African Defence Force’s (SADF) 
intervention, we were told, was in defence of democracy. 


And last week President Lucas Mangope abandoned 
whatever pretext he had about democracy when he 
outlawed the People’s Progressive Party (PPP)—the offi- 
cial opposition party in the homeland. 


Mangope’s move is believed to have severely embar- 
rassed even those among his friends who were trying to 
push for international recognition for the homeland. 


The PPP was the homeland’s first parliamentary oppo- 
sition party in Bophuthatswana. 


The official opposition benches had been vacant since 
the homeland achieved its much-questioned “indepen- 
dence” in 1977. 


The fact that the anti-independence Seoposengwe 
National Party (SNP), boycotted the sham parliament, 
severely embarrassed Mangope and those who keep him 
in power. 


So when the PPP announced that it was going to put up 
candidates, it came as some sort of relief for Mangope. 


The importance of an opposition was seen by political 
observers as a “further step in democratizing Bophu- 
thatswana and giving it an additional advantage in its 
campaign to achieve international recognition.” 


At the time it was believed that Mangope realized that 
the solitary path to a one-party state had to be avoided at 
all costs. 


Bophuthatswana ostensibly has a multi-party system and 
the homeland’s constitution embraces a bill of rights. 


But it seems the multi-party system and the bill of rights 
are not applicable to the PPP. 
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The PPP has had problems since its exiled leader, 
Rockey Malebane-Metsing, was linked to the abortive 
coup on February 10 this year. 


Four hundred people, including five of the six PPP MPs, 
were arrested in the aftermath of the coup. A massive 
manhunt was launched for Malebane-Metsing. A R5,000 
reward was offered to anyone who could give informa- 
tion leading to his arrest. 


Residents of Bafokeng, near Rustenburg, were severely 
harassed and intimidated. 


The witch-hunt shifted from civil servants and civilians 
to top government officials and cabinet ministers. 


More isan four cabinet ministers have lost their jobs 
since ihe ageing Mangope hit back at those who, in his 
view, supported the coup. 


A senior cabinet minister, Law and Order, and Internal 
Affairs Minister Chief BLM Motsatsi and Chief Justice 
of Mmabatho Supreme Court, Z Sutej, were axed, or 


Motsatsi, who at one stage was groomed as Mangope’s 
successor, is understood to have vehemently opposed the 
banning of the PPP, claiming that it would ridicule the 
homeland’s “multiparty system and erode the homeland’s 
constitutional democracy which embraces a bill of rights”. 


Mangope had wanted Motsatsi to use his position as 
internal affairs minister to ban the PPP. He refused. This 
proved to be his undoing. 


Justice Sutej, it is believed, was axed because he blocked 
Mangope’s attempts to amass more power through the 
courts. 


He is believed to have further angered Mangope when he 
granted bail to some of the alleged coup leaders. 


Sutej also reinstated Taung chief, Samuel Mankoroana, 
deposed by Mangope in favor of his own man. Manko- 
roana had repeatedly refused to join the ruling party and 
because of this was labelled a “UDF-ANC sympathizer”. 


Last week one of Mangope’s righthand men, Gert Nkau, 
told the six PPP members of parliament to pack their bags 
and leave parliament as their party had been banned. 


Mangope’s action, although irrational, was not "nev- 
pected. He has an intense distrust and fear oi tix 
powerful and progressive Bafokeng people. All the six 
sacked ministers are from the Bafokeng region. 


Mangope’s party failed to take a single seat in the region 
and the propped-up leader has always regarded that as a 
slap in the face. 
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The reason for the coup in Bophuthatswana lies in 
corruption and nepotism. 


The rebels named the Russian-born Israeli, Shabtai 
Kalmanovitch, as the man at the center of the alleged 
corruption. He is alleged to have been a business partner 
with one of Mangope’s sons. 


Kalmanovitch’s company, Liat, was awarded two multi- 
million rand building contracts, despite the fact that 
their tencer was higher than those of rival companies in 
South Africa. In the second project no tenders were 
called for. 


In a “country” with debts totalling R800-million, it is 
clear that the homelands are a far-cry from the bold 
statement made by former Minister of Bantu Adminis- 
tration MC Botha 15 years ago. 


Botha declared: “The Bantu homelands have already 
become the fatheriands of the various nations, where 
peace and prosperity have been achieved.” 


If prosperity is measured by dependency, then the home- 
lands have certainly achieved that. 


Pretoria granted nearly R1,320-miilion to the Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei in the 1986/87 
financial year accounting for between a quarter and half 
of their budgets. 


The statelets balance their budgets by raising loans from 
commercial banks. The loans are guaranteed by South 
Africa, which in the end, means they are guaranteed by 
the taxpayer. 


The political and military dependency, coupled with the 
financial bankruptcy of the statelets serves as a backdrop 
to evidence of widespread corruption. 


Two top ranking Ciskei officials were found guilty of 
corruption. 


In the Transkei, the former president is standing trial on 
corruption charges. 


Two commissions in the homeland have identified 
Matanzima as the alleged recipient of huge bribes total- 
ling about R3-million. 


Directives from the Matanzimas have cost the Transkei 
more than R45-million. 


In Venda, students and workers challenged the govern- 
ment after top-ranking officials, who allegedly indulged 
in ritual killings, were not prosecuted. The battle has 
been raging ever since, causing the Venda government to 
postpone elections. 
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The widespread corruption in the homelands, successful 
and failed coups and the erosion of “democracy” have 
blotted the Verwoerdian vision of independent and 
stable black states linked to South Africa in a harmoni- 
ous commonwealth of nations. 


The picture that emerges, though, is one of poverty- 
stricken banana republics governed by frightened men 
fearful of their own soldiers. “States” that have become 
dependencies in the full sense of the word—both mili- 


tarily and financially. 
The homelands are clear anachronisms of a dying era. 


As one poet so aptly put it, “the homeland’s are a 
(Ma)ngope, (S)ebe, (H)olomisa—a mash.” 


* Bophuthatswana PPP Leader Reacts to Ban 
34000092b Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
in English 27 Oct-2 Nov 88 


[Text] Rocky Malebana Metsing, fugitive leader of 
Bophuthatswana’s People’s Progressive Party (PPP), this 
week broke his silence and accused President Lucas 
Mangope “of trying to silence a voice that has consis- 


tently opposed his corrupt policies and practices”. 


Malebana Metsing, who led the aborted February 10 coup, 
was reacting to the ban placed on his party last week in a 
telephone interview with THE NEW NATION. 


““Mangope and his masters are confirming that they are 
not at peace. in spite of the detention and show trials, the 
South African Defence Force (SADF) occupation and 
general repression, the tyrants live in fear,” he said. 


The PPP leader said that the decision to ban the party 
was a serious and costly one coming at a time when the 
courts were preparing to hear the case of the party 
leadership’s role in their alleged participation in the 
aborted coup. 


He accused Mangope’s “due processes of law” by pre- 
‘udging those awaiting trial. 


“Not only has he put into question the impartiality of the 
judiciary, he has also removed yet another avenue for 
legal and peaceful opposition in Bophuthatswana. 


“This desperate action was to be expected, Mangope and 
his Pretoria masters have all the reason to fear a party 
that has exposed the so-called independence of Bophu- 
thatswana as ‘a fraud and a serious political trap’. 


“We condemn the banning of the PPP and the atrocities 
committed against the people of Bophuthatswana by 
Mangope and his gangs which include the ‘notorious 
Selous Scouts’. He and his masters have failed in the past 
to suppress popular opposition and he will fail dismally, 
with the divisions and confusion in his ranks,” he said. 
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* Bophuthatswana NSP Leader Reiterates Policy 
34000092c Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
in English 20-26 Oct 88 p 2 


[Text] The exclusion of anti-apartheid groupings within 
the homelands in any future settlement of South Africa's 


problems is futile. 


This is the view of the anti-homeland leader of the Bophu- 
thatswana-based National Party (NSP), Vic- 
tor Sifora, in an interview with THE NEW NATION. 


Sifora, whose party was invited to the banned Congress 
of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) anti-apartheid 
conference scheduled for Cape Town last month, was 
reacting to threats by other political groups to withdraw 
from the conference on the grounds that homeland and 
liberal organizations had been invited. 


“It is significant that a great number of blacks are today 
residing in the homelands not because of their choice but 
because the system was imposed on them,” he said. 


Sifora, a former leader of the African National Congress 
Youth League reiterated his party policy: 


“Our stand is clear. We don’t fight Bophuthatswana's 
elections with the view of becoming the next govern- 
ment. We are fighting for the rights of millions of our 
people robbed of their citizenship. If we win the elections 
we won't rush to Mmabatho as the next government. 
Instead, we will, from a position of power, go to Pretoria 
and renounce this so-called independence,” he said. 


According to lim, his party believes in a non-racial, 
unitary South Africa and not “bits and pieces of land 
called homelands”. 


“We regard homelands as a cruel fraud on the black 
masses of South Africa and we will oppose them with 
every means at our disposal,” he said. 


The NSP leader congratulated Cosatu for its “foresight 
in realizing that any future settlement will have to 
involve all anti-apartheid groupings who believe in the 
total liberation of the oppressed, regardless of their base. 


American Cuts Black Housing Funds 
34010008a Johannesburg FINANSIES & TEGNIEK 
in Afrikaans 16 Sep 88 p 43 


[Article by Johan Coetzee: “State Assistance for Black Mining 
Towns, Or...: Anglo-American to Cut Housing Funds”) 


[Text] Anglo-American Corporation (AAC) wili be 
forced to cut back on housing assistance to black e:nploy- 
ees if the state does not soon set up schocls and medical 
facilities for the mine’s housing developments. 
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“AAC will not have any part of an unbalanced town- 
creation and urbanization process where necessities such 
as schools and hospitals are lacking,” says Mr Willem 
van der Post, manpower consultant for AAC. 


“AAC should have preference in providing services, 
since the gold mining industry makes a major contribu- 
tion to the national economy. In addition, AAC’s sub- 
sidy plan does not put any additional burden on the 
national treasury, since homeowners do not use the state 
subsidy plan.” 


Black miners are very eager to own their own home. 
Nearly 1000 employees in the gold and uranium depart- 
ment have applied for the subsidy plan. Around 600 
workers already have houses. 


According to Mr Van der Post, because the state is not 
providing the necessary infrastructure, AAC has used its 
own funding to establish three technical schools and two 
elementary schools in the group's gold and uranium areas. 


According to Mr Van der Post, AAC has never been so 
“in harmony” with the government as it is now with its 
urbanization and housing policy. However, there is a 
great deal of concern that the urbanization campaign 
might be delayed because of an infrastructure “that is 
not being established.” 


“The indication from the state is that there is not enough 
money to create the necessary infrastructure. However, 
talks are being continued with Minister of Education & 
Development Aid Dr Gerrit Viljoen, among others, in 
order to effect the creation of the infrastructure,” says 
Mr Van der Post. 


Dr Viljoen is reportedly devoting attention to the matter, 
and plans to visit the areas in question before long. 


Surveys among employees have shown that around 
24,000 of the 180,000 employees in the gold and ura- 
nium department want to buy their own house. If they 
are joined by their families from the rural areas, this 
means that 100,000 people could be urbanized. 
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The plans were made possible when the Urban Areas Act 
was repealed. A general move was made away from a 


on an individual basis in order to establish structures 
that provide for the employees’ needs. Thus, AAC pre- 
fers to provide financing rather than get involved in the 
homebuilding campaign. 


AAC’s home financing plan stipulates that an employee 
with a down payment of only 2.5 percent of the purchase 
price can buy a house. Collateral of up to 22.5 percent is 
thus provided by the company. 


According to the graduated payment plan, an employee pays 
an interest rate of less than 5 percent for the first 5 years. 
Interest is inched upward beginning in the sixth year. 


The second plan stipulates that an employee pay a 
constant interest rate of 5 percent over the 20-year 
repayment term. The current difference of 11 percent is 
borne by AAC. 


In an attempt to provide the local black governments 
with administrative and financial direction, AAC cre- 
ated the Thbong Development Committee, whose mem- 
bers include the Thbong city council, the city clerk of 
Welkom and state departments. 


A pilot research project has also been undertaken to 
determine how the trauma of the rural black miner and his 
family can be alleviated after moving to an urban area. 


Another Wedela success story is the opening of the 
Wedela supermarket last week. This self-service store 
was made possible by 25 miners who together formed the 
Wedela Amalgamated Traders and gathered 450,000 
rands for construction costs. 


Government Reaction to RSA Talks Withdrawal 
MB08 12163688 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Angolan Government has now formally reacted 
to the South African withdrawal from the peace talks in 
Brazzaville last weekend. I* looks as though the talks were 
on the point of agreement when South Africa's Foreign 
Minister Pik Botha packed his bags and went home. 


Apparently, there was deadlock over South African 
demands to have a role in verifying the withdrawal of 
Cuban troops from Angola, and the Angolans clearly feel 
the South Africans are asking too much. From Luanda, 
Antonio Sampaio telexed this report: 


A government communique said that South Africa's 
unexpected withdrawal from Brazzaville raised doubts 
over the good faith of the Pretoria Government. In 
addition, the communique said South Africa's attitude 
violated July's agreement in New York. The communi- 
que [words indistinct] in terms of the principles accepted 
by the parties involved and ratified in New York, the 
United Nations was to verify the withdrawal of Cuban 
forces from Angola. Ths verificalon would take place at 
the ports and airports of embarkation of Cuban troops. 
Likewise, it would be the United Nations which would 
verify the [word indistinct] to redeployment of Cuban 
troops up to the 13th parallel in Angola. 


The Angolan Government communique said that South 
Africa had no right to make demands to verify the 
withdrawal of Cuban troops who, the communique said, 
were in Angola to defend the country against the inva- 
sion by South African troops, which began in 1975. 


The communique said that any South African proposals 
which did not take into account what had already been 
agreed by all the parties involved in the talks, were 
unacceptable and had to be categorically rejected. 


The communique concluded by calling on the South 
African authorities to reconsider what it described as 
this last-minute maneuver and to return to the negotiat- 
ing table in good faith. 


Envoy Reports RSA Troops on Namibian Border 
MB0912122888 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 9 Dec 88 


ext] Angolan Ambassador to Zambia Luis Neto Kiem- 

ta disclosed in Lusaka that the Pretoria regime is 
introducing war equipment into Angola and concentrat- 
ing troops in northern Namibia. 
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ANGOP reports the Angolan ambassador told heads of 
diplomatic missions accredited to Zambia that there 
were about 56,000 South African soldiers in northern 
Namibia. Luis Neto Kiembata noted that by abandoning 
the quadripartite talks in Brazzaville, the racist South 
African Government intended to create favorable con- 
ditions for justifying its new acts of aggression against 
the People’s Republic of Angola. 

Savimbi Warns of MPLA, Cuban ‘Maneuvers’ 
MB091 2074788 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 

of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 

and Central Africa 0600 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Text] Army General Dr Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, 
UNITA president and FALA commander in chief, has 
condemned the maneuvers of the unpopular and corrupt 
government of the MPLA-Labor Party and the Cuban 
Government aimed at leaving some Cubans behind 
under disguise after the tripartite accords. President 
Savimbi was addressing the residents of Boa Esperance 
in the free land of Angola. 


In his important speech, comrade president and FALA 
commander in chief referred to important issues con- 
nected with the prevailing situation in the country. The 
UNITA president was warmly received by the residents 
of Boa Esperance and met with them for several hours. 


UNITA Claims 45 FAPL.. Combat Fatalities 
MB0912065088 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Text] According to a communique from the FALA Gen- 
eral Staff issued yesterday, on 7 December, UNITA forces 
killed 45 FAPLA soldiers in Huila and Bie Provinces. 


On 2 December, UNITA forces killed 13 FAPLA sol- 
diers and captured 13 weapons in Huila Province. The 
13 FAPLA soldiers were traveling in a Soviet-made 
vehicle which was ambushed by our forces along the 


Chongoroi-Cupolo stretch. 


In Bie Province, our forces attacked and dispersed a 
FAPLA unit, killing 32 FAPLA soldiers, including Ser- 
geant Leonardo Unango and Second Lieutenant Jose 
Marcolino. The attack, which took place on 3 December 
to the southeast of Lubia, was in response to the atroci- 
ties carried out by the FAPLA unit mentioned above, 
which burned five villages and murdered seventeen 
civilians. The communique adds that three people, 
including a child, were mutilated as a result of the 
FAPLA barbarous action. 


Dos Santos Receives Brazilian Ambassador 
MB0712130888 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] Comrade President Jose Eduardo dos Santos late 
this morning received Brazilian Ambassador to Angola 
Paulo Dyreceu Pinheiro, who bade farewell to the Ango- 
lan head of state at the end of his 3-year diplomatic tour 


in Angola. 
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The Brazilian ambassador later told the national infor- 
mation media that he was distressed upon leaving 
Angola because bilateral cooperation has been affected 
by a series of factors in recent years. 


pates very actively in bilateral cooperation with Angola. 
This cooperation in recent years has been somewhat 
jeopardized by increasing foreign aggression and the 
worsening of the internal economic situation [passage 
indistinct]. [end recording]. 


Paulo Dyreceu Pinheiro expressed the conviction that 
this cooperation would be improved next year with the 
realization of some high-level visits and the resumption 
of activities of the Angolan-Brazilian Joint Cooperation 
Commission. 


The Brazilian ambassador discussed the quadripartite talks: 


[Begin Pinheiro recording] It saddens me that I am 
leaving Angola when the Brazzaville protocol has not yet 
been signed. The signing of the protocol would have 
concluded negotiations to bring peace to southwest 
Africa and independence to Namibia, thus creating 
conditions for needed security, so that Angola may 
implement national economic and social development. 
[end recording] 


Botswana 


RSA Commandos Sentenced to Jail Terms 
MB0812173988 Gaborone Domestic Service 
in English 1610 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] The two South African commandos captured 
during a foiled raid in Gaborone were today sentenced to 
10 years in jail and 8 strokes each. Theodore Hermansen 
and Johannes Basson were convicted on three counts of 
causing grievious harm and assault with actual bodily 
harm, which were alternative to attempted murder. The 
two commandos were acquited on all counts under the 
National Security Act because the charges did not con- 
form to the requirements of the act by failing to give 
specific details of the crime. 


In his 2-hour long judgment, High Court Judge Justice 
Isaac Aboagye ruled that the confession statement by the 
two accused showed that they were in agreement with 
other people in Sovth Africa to come to Botswana to carry 
out en illegal enterprise prior to the (Kgale) mission. 


Three members of a Botswana Police patrol team were 
wounded in the shooting. Justice Aboagye said the 
accused must have known that their collaborators car- 
ried lethal weapons and that it must have been in their 
contemplation that their mission would be extended to 
anybody who stood in their way. The judge said their 
mission was not limited to the capturing or killing of an 
ANC member, known only as Oupa. Dismissing charges 
under the National Security Act, Justice Aboagye said 
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not a shred of evidence was led by the nrosecution to 
prove that the accused men collaborated with others to 
communicate information, which was prejudicial to the 
interest and security of Botswana. He said there was no 
evidence whatsoever suggesting that the attackers drove 
the police van after the shooting for the purpose of 
compromising the security or interest of Botswana. He 
also said the state had failed to prove that one of the 
accused, Hermansen, had made a false declaration when 
he entered the border at Ramatlabama. He therefore 
acquited the accused on all charges under the National 
Security Act. 


Pleading for leniency, the Defence Council, Mr 
Winestock, asked the judge to consider the fact that the 
accused were first offenders, were relatively young, and 
had been held in custody for six months since their arrest 
in June. Mr Winestock had also pleaded that Basson had 
recently got married and his marriage would suffer. The 
judge ruled, however, that to agree to travel from one’s 
country to another to kidnap or murder a resident of that 
country implied preparedness for any eventualities, 
including the possibility of severe punishment if the 
mission failed. Justice Aboagye said the two men 
deserved no mercy since they themselves were not mer- 
ciful. The two men are to appeal against their sentences. 


Mozambique 


Chissano Meets Envoys, Cites Peace 
MBO0712120688 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1100 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano said in Maputo 
today that there are prospects for peace in southern 
Africa despite the present atmosphere of tension. The 
president was speaking when he received the credentials 
of the new ambassadors of Algeria and Swaziland to 
Mozambique. He said that natural disasters and the war 
imposed by external forces on Mozambique made it 
difficult for development in the country. The new 
ambassadors of the two countries are (Tafar Abdel 
Kadir) of Algeria and Alphabet Nkambule of Swaziland. 


RSA Navy Delivers ‘Nonlethal’ Aid 
MBO0712120588 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] Under the terms of tripartite agreements signed 
between Mozambique, Portugal, and South Africa to 
rehabilitate the Cahora Bassa power line, South Africa's 
navy cargo ship “Drakensberg” yesterday unloaded the 
second consignment of nonlethal military material at the 
Beira Port in Sofala Province. The consignment is des- 
tined for Mozambican troops defending the high tension 
power lines from Cahora Bassa to South Africa. It is 
made up of vehicles, military (?equipment), and other 
logistic equipment given by South Africa. The South 
African ship also left the Port of Beira yesterday on its 
way back to South Africa. 
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Frelimo, MPLA Group Begin Talks 
MB0612115688 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 6 Dec 88 


[Text] Talks between the Frelimo Party and the Angolan 
MPLA-Labor Party began in Maputo this morning in 


MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee and director of 
the MPLA-Labor Party Department for Organization. 


at the opening session of talks, Bornito de Sousa 
aad Ge to Aaeen alten th © co coven 
aimed at experience, particularly during this 
ceria Gab es Uiendiiten Gite eesenitent in com> 
arations for the forthcoming fifth congress. Bornito de 
Sousa stressed that his delegation also intended to famil- 
iarize itself with the results of the ongoing economic 


rehabilitation program in Mozambique. 


Portuguese Delegation Arrives for Talks 
MBO0S5 12195088 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 5 Dec 88 


[Text] Upon arrival in Maputo today, Durao Barroso, 
Portuguese secretary of state for foreign affairs, said that 
the meeting of the joint Mozambican-Portuguese Coop- 
eration Commission will give a new impulse to bilateral 
relations. The Portuguese official expressed hope with 
regard to the outcome of the talks and cited a number of 
areas to be discussed at the meeting. 


[Begin Barroso recording] There are many areas to be 
discussed. At this stage, I do not wish to refer to any 
specific areas because it is perhaps not a good idea to 
preview the outcome, seeing that there is material that is 
still being analyzed. However, in the areas of finance 
proper, culture, social communication, and professional 
training, there are many fields in which Mozambique 
and Portugal have outlined action and programs for the 
next few years. Moreover, we will be seeking to introduce 
a new philosophy to our cooperation. Instead of stag- 
gered actions, I hope we will agree to draw up a model 
program for the next 2 years. This program will (7help 
define) and give priority to that action. I believe it will be 
a most interesting cooperation scheme. [end recording} 


Meanwhile, the second session of the joint Mozambican- 
Portuguese commission opened in Maputo this after- 
noon. The delegations are led by Eneias Comiche, and 
Durao Barroso, Portuguese secretary of state for foreign 
affairs 2nd cooperation. Speaking at the opening, the 
Barnx of Mozambique governor said that this joint 
Mczambicin-Portuguese commission meeting takes 
place wher the Mozambican people are committed to 
preparations for the Frelimo Party's fifth congress. 
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[Begin Comiche recording] Despite the lengthy period 
between *he two sessions that have been held so far, 
which can be explained not in terms of a weakened 
commitment to bilateral relations but, rather, in terms of 
specific difficulties rooted in external factors [words 
indistinct]. It must stressed that if economic and finan- 
cial contacts have remained [words indistinct] it has to 
be said that cooperation in the social and cultural fields 
has markedly increased. 


Thus conditions are propitious for us to outline a flexible 
program if we combine our efforts to complement our 
interests and as long as we use the deep and reciprocal 
knowledge of our capacities and potential. So we suggest 
that at this session of the joint Mozambican-Portuguese 
commission, we assess our interests by considering fea- 
sible and realistic values so that we may obtain the 
desired results and satisfy legitimate mutual benefits. 


We believe it will be useful to develop actions aimed at 
creating foundations to strengthen political, diplomatic, 
economic, financial, social, cultural and military coop- 
eration between our countries. [end recording] 


Foreign Minister Mocumbi Receives Iraqi Official 
MB0612115888 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 6 Dec 88 


[Text] Pascoal Mocumbi, Central Committee secretary 
for foreign affairs, today received in his office in Maputo 
a special envoy from Iraq's Socialist Arab Ba‘th Party 
(Tahara Ashmadi). 


The Iraqi envoy told journalists that he discussed with 
Pascoal Mocumbi issues connected with the strengthen- 
ing of relations between the Frelimo Party and the 
Socialist Arab Ba‘th Party. He stressed that his visit 
aimed at briefing the Mozambican leaders on recent 
developments in the implementation of UN Security 
Council Resolution 598, which provides for a ceasefire 
in the war between Iran and Iraq. 


Council of Ministers Discusses State Budget 
MB06 12193388 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 6 Dec 88 


[Text] The Council of Ministers’ second extraordinary 
session was held 5-6 December. It assessed the imple- 
mentation of the central state budget and of the general 
state budget for 1988. 


During the session, it was found that the central state 
plan’s growth rate had generally maintained the levels 
registered in the first half of the year. The Council of 
Ministers discussed projects concerning laws governing the 
1989 central state plan and general state budget, which 
must be submitted to the People’s Assembly for approval. 
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FPLM Kills 7 ‘Bandits’ in Sofala Province 
MB0612111388 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 6 Dec 88 


[Text] FPLM forces killed seven armed bandits a few 
days ago in Sangadze and (Mutondo) in Nhamatanda 
District, Sofala Piovince. The bandits killed were part of 
a group that had attempted to attack the Sth Mutuchira 
Ward. Our forces captured a quantity of war materiel 
during the operations, including a rifle, 20 clips, one 
bayonet, and boots. The FPLM forces also freed over 
100 people in Nhamatanda last November who had been 
kidnapped by the armed bandits. 


Meanwhile, three armed bandits captured recently by 
our forces in Mandimba District, Niassa Province, were 
presented to the residents of the district headquarters 
last week. On the occasion, the bandits spoke of the 
atrocities they had committed against the people, partic- 
ularly of their acts of murder and theft of goods belong- 
ing to the peasants. 


Swaziland 


Visits Maputo for Security Talks 
MB0212091988 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND 
in English 2 Dec 88 p 20 


[By Pat Jele] 


[Text] A high powered delegation made up of two cabinet 
ministers, and including the chief of the police and chief of 
the army flew into Maputo on Wednesday for ‘op level 
security talks with the Mozambican Government. 


The delegation which was accompanied by the Mozam- 
bique Ambassador to Swaziland Mr Daniel Magaia, will 
have to level consultations with the Mozambique Gov- 
ernment to discuss bilateral issues. 


The Swaziland side is led by the acting Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr Wilson Mkhonta. 
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Also in Maputo are the Minister for the interior and 
immigration Mr Senzenjani Shabalala; Chief of Army 
Brigadier Fonono Dvuba; Commissioner of Police Mr 
Sandile Mdziniso and the police chief of security assis- 
tant commissioner Francis Maphalala. 


Others are the Principal Secretaries for Foreign Affairs 
Mr Alpheus Shabangu and the Principal Secretary for the 
Interior Mr Enos Mavuso. 


Speaking at their departure at the Matsapha Airport 
Mozambique Ambassador to Swaziland, Mr Daniel 
Magaia said the security officers are to discuss bilateral 
security issues with their counterparts in Mozambique. 
Government spokesman Mr Abner Tembe said the talks 
were secret. 


However, the composition of the Swaziland delegation 
could indicate the top issue is the influx of Mozambican 
nationals. There are currently 28,000 who are registered 
as refugees. However it is believed that possibly twice as 
many roam the streets without any valid papers, and 
through desperation for money and food, had turned 
mostly to a life of crime. 


Refugees from Mozambique flee a decade old civil strife 
in their country, caused by renegades of the MNR. 


Since the crisis began, refugees have been flocking to 
Swaziland at an alarming rate, and have quickly out- 
stripped the accommodation which had been provided 
for them at the Malindza and Ndzevane Refugee Camps. 


Efforts to find a new camp by the Government have been 
thwarted by a serious land shortage in a country, 17,000 
square metres, and already one of Africa’s densest pop- 
ulated per square kilometers. 


Over the past few months, security sources have reported 
they had turned back scores of illegals entering the 
country every day, but they kept coming back driven by 
hunger and the terror of the MNR rebels. 
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Ghana 


Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Arrives 
AB08 12100688 Accra Domestic Service 
in English 0700 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] A three-man Iran Government delegation, led by 
the deputy foreign minister, Mr Mohammad Hoseyn 
Lavasani, is in the country for a 2-day visit. Speaking on 
arrival, Mr Lavasani said the visit is to strengthen the 
bilateral relations that exist between Ghana and Iran. He 
said Iran respects the relationship with Ghana and other 
progressive African countries. While in the country, the 
delegation will hold discussions on bilateral and interna- 
tional issues with government officials. 


Received by Rawlings 
ABO08 12193688 Accra Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant 
Rawlings, this afternoon received a special message from 
President ‘Ali Khamene’i of Iran at the Castle, Osu. The 
message was delivered by a three-man delegation led by 
the deputy foreign minister, Mr Mohammad Hoseyn 
Lavasani. Present were a member of the PNDC, Captain 
Kojo Tsikata, and the deputy secretary for foreign 
affairs, Dr Mohamed Ibn Chambas. 


Flight-Lieutenant Rawlings told the delegation that he is 
happy that both Iran and Iraq have accepted the UN 
resolution to ceasefire. He was also glad that the appeal 
to ceasefire has been positive, as the peoples of the two 
countries have suffered for too long. Chairman Rawlings 
urged both countries to continue to exercise restraint 
over the peace initiative set in motion by the UN 
secretary general. Flight Lt Rawlings expressed the hope 
that Iran and Iraq would cooperate to bring about lasting 
peace in the area. The PNDC chairman pledged Ghana's 
support in that direction. 


Later, in an interview, Mr Mohammad Hoseyn Lavasani 
said he briefed Chairman Rawlings on the current situ- 
ation in the Gulf. He said he does not forsee any 
outbreak of war because of Iraq’s position but consid- 
ered that a small mistake could create serious conse- 
quences. Commenting on the southern African situation, 
Mr Lavasani said his country supports Namibia's strug- 
gle for independence. 


Delegation Departs 
AB0912105588 Accra Domestic Service 
in English 0700 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Text] The Iranian delegation, which is on a three-nation 
African tour, has left Accra for Lagos after a 2-day visit 
to Ghana. While in the country, the delegation delivered 
a special message from President ‘Ali Khamene’i to the 
chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant Rawlings. 
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Speaking to newsmen at the Kotoka International Air- 
port, the Iranian deputy foreign minister, Mr Hoseyn 
Lavasani, who is the leader of the three-man delegation, 
expressed his country’s appreciation of the noble role 
Ghana is playing to bring about peace in the Gulf region. 
He praised Ghana’s role in passing the UN Resolution 
598 on an unconditional ceasefire and the withdrawal of 
both Iranian and Iraqi troops from their common bor- 
der. Mr Hoseyn Lavasani, however, appealed to Ghana 
to continue working toward the effective implementa- 
tion of the resolution in order to ensure lasting peace in 
the region. He said one major problem in the implemen- 
tation of the UN-sponsored peace program is the with- 
drawal of troops from the common border. 


Mr Hoseyn Lavasani explained that whereas his country 
has already complied with this provision, Iraq had 
refused to withdraw her troops, although she agreed on 
the ceasefire. He appealed to all peace-loving countries 
as well as all those who wish the ceasefire to hold to 
persuade Iraq to withdraw her forces in Iranian territory. 
From Nigeria, the delegation will go to Sierra Leone on 
the last leg of the tour. 


Rawlings Receives SPLA’s John Garang 
ABO05 12210888 Accra Domestic Service 
in English 2000 GMT 5 Dec 88 


[Text] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant J.J. 
Rawlings, has urged African leaders to continue to work 
for peace to enhance the development of the continent. 
He made the call when he received the commander in 
chief of the Sudan People’s Liberation Army [SPLA], 
Colonel John Garang, at the Castle, Osu today. Fit Lt 
Rawlings emphasized that Africa cannot achieve eco- 
nomic independence if wars and racial conflicts are 
allowed to continue. The leader of the revolution said he 
was aware of the factors that have brought about the war 
in Sudan. He commended the two sides in the dispute for 
reaching a compromise to find an acceptable solution to 
the conflict. Chairman Rawlings <xpressed the hope that 
a just and fair solution will be found to achieve peace in 
the part of the continent. 


Briefing newsmen later, Col Garang explained that the 
dispute in his country is not a question of Christians 
fighting Muslims as some sections of the Western press 
have made the world to believe. He said what is really 
happening is a struggle against injustice and discrimina- 
tion. Col Garang made it clear that the SPLA will not 
just agree to peace for its sake, but will work for a 
solution to the basic problems confronting Sudan. 


AFP Interviews Jerry Rawlings 3 Dec 
AB0412161588 Paris AFP in English 1459 GMT 
4 Dec 88 


{By Marie Joannidis] 


[Text] Accra, Dec 4 (AFP) —Flight-Lieutenant Jerry 
Rawlings, who came to power in Ghana in 1979 with a 
reputation as a revolutionary firebrand, is one of several ~ 
leaders around the world attempting to introduce market 
forces into a rigidly state-controlled econmy. 
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The earliest and most representative of a wave of young 
African leaders determined to eliminate the ineptitude 
and corruption that marred the early independence years 
of many African states, Fl.-Lt. Rawlings has discovered 
the benefits of pragmatism in meeting the many prob- 
lems that beset the continent. 


Responding to the free-market urgings of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and the World Bank has not been 
easy for Fl.-Lt. Rawlings, who retains close political ties 
with the left-wing governments of Libya and Nicaragua. 
He remains convinced that many of the ills in the world, 
particularly in Africa, derive from the iniquitous rela- 
tions that prevail between the developed West and the 
exploited nations of the Third World. 


Western ‘“neo-colonialists” exploit their economic 
power and technological advance to “profit from the 
patience of black people,” he said in an interview here on 
Saturday [3 December]. 


The 41-year-old son of a Ghanaian mother and a Scot- 
tish father, “‘J.J.,” as he is popularly known, has engaged 
a team of bright Western-educated economic experts to 
lay the basis for the country’s recovery. A constant theme 
of his discourse is the need to help “the underdogs,” 
particularly those in Africa who are “manipulated” by 
the South African regime or by white domination of 
black people. 


Emotion enters his voice as he evokes the death in a coup 
last year of his friend, the youthful leader of Burkina 
Faso, Captain Thomas Sankara. 


“We could not have suffered a greater damage than the 
brutal killing of that young man here in Africa,” he said. 
Capt. Sankara’s revolt of young officers had been aimed at 
creating a “third front, third opening” between the civilian 
middle classes and the professional army, he said. 


Africa, he said, was at the “periphery of the world” since it 
did not have anything that the West particularly needed. 
To an American journalist who asked him his opinion of 
the election of George Bush to the U.S. presidency, he 
replied: “If you want to police the world, maybe you 
should give us the right to elect your president.” 


The Ghanaian leader regretted that Africans had not 
offered to aid Angola against the South African-backed 
rebels in that country instead of Cuba. 


He raised the possibility that he might one day retire to 
the country and take up farming. “I’m getting on now,” 
he said. “I am no Marxist, no Socialist. I am very much 
of a Christian.” 


He strongly criticised intellectuals, particularly left-wing 
intellectuals, some of whom had helped him into power 
and of whom some were now in prison, blaming them for 
the early excesses of the revolution. These intellectuals, 
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he said, had opposed the decision to have recourse to the 
IMF and the World Bank for the application of a 
structural adjustment programme launched in 1983. 


“You must respect an enemy, but people who were part 
of you, and who are traitors, you treat them worse than 
enemies.” 


A senior economic adviser attending the interview, 
Tsatsu Tsikata, intervened to say that the intellectuals 
had not yet been proven guilty of any crime, and that 
they should be tried before being condemned. 


Fl.-Lt. Rawlings also criticised students who were on 
strike to demand an improvement in their material 
conditions, saying that it was not academics who pro- 
vided food. He deplored the departure abroad of 80 per 
cent of the country’s medical students, describing it as an 
exploitation of the work of farmers. 


He said he was not happy with the pace of implementa- 
tion of the economic reforms, but stressed that Ghana 
was nonetheless creditworthy and had no choice but to 
resort to the IMF and World Bank. 


Ghana has received some three billion dollars in multi- 
lateral and bilateral aid since 1983. 


On next week’s district elections in Ghana, he said the poll 
would enable the people to look after their own affairs. 


Paper Cites U.S. ‘Hypocrisy’ on ‘Arafat Visa 
AB04 12203588 Accra Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 4 Dec 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] Writing under the heading “The Visa Blackmail,” 
the ECHO says that the recent refusal by the Reagan 
Administration to grant a visa as a mere formality to 
enable Mr Yasir ‘Arafat to address the UN General Assem- 
bly exposes the hypocrisy of Washington in her so-called 
concern for peace in the Middle East. The paper notes that 
Yasir ‘Arafat seeks peace based on the recognition of the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. 


According to the ECHO, in the recent proclamation of 
the Palestine National Council it granted concessions 
which peeled the beams for all to know those who 
genuinely cherish peace in the Middle East. The visa 
blackmail, continues the paper, is the U.S. answer to that 
challenge. The United States has, by this behavior, 
demonstrated the contempt in which she holds the 
world. The ECHO is of the view that the future of the 
United Nations itself is in danger so long as the United 
States remains the self-appointed chief usher. 


Guinea-Bissau President Vieira Ends Visit 
AB0212132588 Conakry Domestic Service 
in French 0645 GMT 2 Dec 88 


[Text] The president of Guinea-Bissau returned to his 
country yesterday at the end of a 72-hour visit to our 
country. Boke was the last leg of this official visit by 
President Bernardo Vieira Nino to Guinea, the first of its 
kind. It was also in this adjoining prefecture, the rear base 
of the liberation struggle of Guinea-Bissau nationalists 
against the Portuguese colonizers, that the two generals, 
Lansana Conte and Bernardo Vieira Nino, signed the joint 
communique marking the end of this working visit. 


Boke, a symbolic town full of memories for Guinea- 
Bissau nationalists, was also the venue for the erection of 
a remembrance monument for the victims of the 1965 
shipwreck. It was inaugurated during this visit by the two 
presidents in the presence of the administrative, politi- 
cal, and military authorities of the region. 


Guinea-Bissau 


French Cooperation Minister Continues Visit 
AB04 12164088 Paris AFP in French 2008 GMT 
3 Dec 88 


[Text] Bissau, 3 Dec (AFP)—The French minister of 
cooperation and development, Mr Jacques Pelletier, 
today began the second and last day of his official visit to 
Guinea-Bissau. Mr Pelletier, who was the guest at an 
official dinner yesterday evening during which he reaf- 
firmed France’s desire to diversify its cooperation with 
Guinea-Bissau, was scheduled to be granted an audience 
today by the head of state, Joao Bernardo Vieira. He also 
laid the foundation stone of the future French cultural 
center in Bissau at a cermony this morning. 


Mr Pelletier was also scheduled to meet today with the 
Bissau ministers: Julio Semedo, foreign affairs, Carlos 
Correira, rural development; Filinto de Barros, natural 
resources; Fidelis Cabral de Almada, education; and 
Isfai Camara, defense. Yesterday, Mr Pelletier and his 
Guinea-Bissau counterpart, Mr Bernard Cardoso, signed 
two financial agreements on health and remote-sensing 
as part of the cooperation between the two governments. 


Ivory Coast 


Opposition Figure Reportedly in Trouble Again 
AB0612205188 London BBC World Service 
in English 1615 GMT 6 Dec 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Ivory Coast’s most prominent opposition figure, 
Laurent Gbagbo, is in hot water again after being (?car- 
peted) personally by President Houphouet-Boigny. Gbagbo 
returned home from exile less than 3 months ago and he was 
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briefly detained after his meeting with the Ivorian leader. As 
Gerald Burke reports from Abidjan, Gbagbo’s associates are 
also being closely watched by the authorities: 


[Begin recording] Gbagbo’s audience with Houphouet- 
Boigny took place in the presence of about forty govern- 
ment ministers, members of the Political Bureau of the 
ruling Democratic party, as well as members of his 
family and friends. One of his friends is Kobina Anaki, a 
prominent Abidjan businessman, who was arrested last 
month for alleged financial malpractices. Gbagbo 
claimed that Anaki’s detention is politically motivated, 
part of an attempt by the government to crush the 
Opposition political party, the Ivorian Popular Front, 
which he set up before going into exile in 1982. As a rich 
businessman, Anaki is seen as a possible source of 
funding for his clandestine party, according to Gbagbo. 


Following their meeting with the president, Gbagbo, 
Anaki, and about a dozen other people were taken to the 
headquarters of the internal security police, where they 
had fingerprints and photographs taken. All except 
Anaki were subsequently released, having surrendered 
their passports. Gbagbo’s wife, Simone, who was due to 
travel to France last Sunday, had left her passpo:. at the 
French consulate in Abidjan to obtain a visa. ‘When she 
went to collect it, she was told that it had beer seized by 
Ivorian government officials, who flatly told the consu- 
late staff that it concerned what they described as an 
affair of state. 


Laurent Gbagbo makes no secret of his desire to see 
Ivory Coast transformed into a multiparty democracy. 
There must be a system of checks and balances to 
prevent the government doing what it wants, when it 
wants, and in any way it wants, he says. [end recording] 


Liberia 


* Aeroflot To Increase Flights to Monrovia 
34000059d Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 
21 Oct 88 p 3 


{Article by Mike T. James} 


[Text] The Soviet Airlines, Aeroflot, which presently 
runs one flight monthly to Monrovia, is to increase its 
flights to twice a month starting next month. 


The Soviet Ambassador to Liberia, His Excellency 
Vasily S. Bebko, who disclosed this at a press conference 
last Tuesday, said the flight increase is part of plans by 
his country to increase its cooperation with Liberia since 
the resumption of diplomatic relations between the two 
countries about one year ago. 


The Aeroflot manager in Monrovia, Mr Victor V. 
Gurov, who was present at the press conference at the 
Soviet Embassy in Monrovia, said the increase in flight 
would be of tremendous benefit to travellers since it 
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would enable them to visit or attend business along the 
Aeroflot route and return home in two weeks instead of 
having to wait a whole month. 


The Aeroflot flight from Monrovia to Moscow goes 
through Bamako (Mali), Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), 
Tripoli (Libya), and Belgrade (Yugoslavia) according to 


Mr Gurov. 


He said the airline would eventually consider the possi- 
bility of making additional flights if that proves feasible. 


An air transport agreement signed between the USSR 
and Liberia in 1980, entitles the national airlines of the 
two countries to operate regular flights to each other’s 
countries. 


Although Aeroflot has been running flights to Monrovia 
since 1981, Air Liberia has still not benefited from the 
accord because of its present operational problems. 


Mali 


President Traore Receives Maureen Reagan 
ABO712105488 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 6 Dec 88 


[Excerpts] President Moussa Traore today received the 
Malian ambassador to the Soviet Union. Ambassador 
Abdoulaye Amadou Sy and President Traore discussed the 
bonds of friendship and cooperation between Mali and the 
Soviet Union and Japan, where he also represents our 
country. [passage omitted} He then received Mrs Maureen 
Reagan, daughter of President Ronald Reagan of the 
United States, who delivered a message from her father to 
General Moussa Traore. [passage omitted] 


Nigeria 


Minister Predicts Brighter Future for Cocoa 
ABO0712203388 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] The minister of trade, Alhaji Samaila Mamman, 
today in Lagos predicted a brighter future for cocoa 
products in the country. Alhaji Samaila told (our) corre- 
spondent that an objective review of the question of cocoa 
in the international market showed that the current price 
fluctuation was to the advantage of cocoa farmers. The 
minister noted that the price of cocoa could not be 
protected from its general manipulation because it was an 
international product sold on the international market. 


Also in Lagos today, the administrative secretary of the 
Cocoa Association of Nigeria, Prof Lawrence Okpete, said 
that the only solution to the falling prices of cocoa in the 
world market was the establishment of cocoa exchange 
markets within producing countries. This, he said, will 
enable cocoa producers to dictate prices as against the 
current arrangement whereby cocoa prices were dictated at 
commodity exchange far outside the producing areas. Prof 
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Okpete that the cocoa exchange market should 
be located in any of the producing countries and the price 
jointly decided upon by the producers. 


Italy Decontaminates Koko Toxic Waste Dump Site 
ABO712084288 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 6 Dec 88 


[Text] The toxic waste dump site at Koko, Bendel State, 
is now being decontaminated. This involves the excava- 
tion of 60 centimeters of soil by representatives of the 
Italian Government. A Radio Nigeria network news 
correspondent understands that the Koko port area is to 
be scrapped as far as possible and refilled with new 
asphalt. All the excavated soil and scrapped materials are 
to be shipped away from the country. In addition to the 
decontamination and restoration work, the Ministry of 
Works and Housing will sink boreholes at strategic 
places to monitor the quality of ground water. 


Senegal 


* Government Silence on Important Issues Chided 
34190017b Dakar LE DEVOIR in French 
1-15 Oct 88 p 7 


{Commentary by Demba Ndiaye: “The Office of Sene- 
galese Radio and Television and the Social Crisis: Idiocy 
Is an Incurable Disease”’} 


[Text] To be sure, idiocy is an incurable disease, and 
idiots are hopelessly ill. Besides, the characteristic of the 
idiot is the wish to perpetuate his system: Idiocy. 


On the evening of 28 February, when certain on-duty 
“parrots” dropped their bombshell and when they sub- 
sequently and justifiably became everyone’s target, we 
thought momentarily that social psychoanalysis would 
“nevertheless” succeed in improving them, in better 
integrating them into a more objective fabric of commu- 
nications. 


After Abdou Diouf’s speech marking the end of Rama- 
dan, in which he appealed for a national “disso,” when 
the Office of Senegalese Radio and Television (ORTS) 
(finally) bent over backwards to give time to those who 
were traditionally boycotted, we said to ourselves: “(At 
last) the office of tittle-tattle has rediscovered its public 
service mission.” 


However,it soon became necessary to sing a different 
tune: It was hopeless, the illness had so eaten away the 
organs and spread gangrene through the system that no 
cure was in sight. And it was the defunct “round table” — 
or its failure—and, to a certain extent, the tension which 
was maintained among students and in the schools 
which put an end to the “relaxation” of the media. 


Soon thereafter, the tics inherited from a strict monopoly 
of ORTS practice returned: There was no longer a question 
of “covering” demonstrations by the opposition and labor 
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unions not affiliated with the Socialist Party. The usual 
hum (presidential addresses, “activities” of ministers, the 
seminars and congresses of the National Confederation of 
Senegalese Workers [CNTS]) took back their “rights,” 
“rights” they will never lose so long as the “thiounes” who 
govern us continue to think of public service as “their 
property” and of radio listeners and television viewers as 
perpetual minors [as published]. 


But the standardization was not limited to current 
national events. Naturally journalists who work in this 
sector are used to hearing themselves say: “Don’t talk 
about that topic, they’re our friends.” However, in 
diplomacy everyone is friends with everyone. In fact, it is 
always a matter of preventing the Senegalese from hav- 
ing subversive “ideas.” Thus it has been urgently 
“suggested” that the South Korean crisis, the massacres 
in Burma, and the upcoming Chilean elections not be 
talked about; it may be noted that all these stories have 
a common denominator: High school and college stu- 
dents and the opposition are confronting their bloody 
dictatorships. The same is true of Mauritania, that 
“beydane”-style “apartheid.” 


The “Blah-Blah” of the Ministeroids 


Did we say idiots and idiocy? First, by not mentioning 
these events, by giving full play in the newspapers to the 
“blah-blah” of our ministeroids, they are creating a 
formidable charge which will backfire and a feeling of 
legitimate frustration; next, the ORTS has never really 
been a credible source of information. What the journal- 
ists around here are “obliged” not to talk about (even 
though they can refuse) can be heard several times a day 
in foreign radio broadcasts: Radio France International, 
VOA, BBC, etc. 


It is true that those who run the office wipe their 
backsides with the listening rates of the national prop- 
erty which they run (poorly). What does interest them is 
continuing to derive personal gain from the effort of the 
Senegalese people; for them, truth and objectivity are 
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empty words they have nothing to do with. This office of 
cronies (political and religious) and rascals (shady busi- 
nessmen and other upstarts of every stripe) is not 
reformable. 


Of course, it is possible to win some areas of fresh air at 
this office so the exercise of the profession can be made 
less ridiculous; but (to start with) professionals in this 
sector must rid themselves of the tendency toward 
flunkeyism, which the system secretes, and of their fear 
of “losing their job.” As communicators, every day they 
observe how their confreres in other countries defend the 
credibility of their working tooi tooth and nail, and how 
they strive to raise their standard of living. 


Secondly, defending the audiovisual tool in the service of 
the country is a matter which cannot be limited only to those 
who work in this sector, it is a democratic battle, it concerns 
everyone, users and workers of the audiovisual tool. 


When the new minister of communications came, his 
credo was: “Inform without deforming.” Great, the work- 
ers in this sector said. But how then should we interpret 
this obstinate, 10-month-old refusal to have high school 
and college students talk about the deepest crisis the 
country has known? How should we interpret this sector's 
silence over the Sutsas [expansion unknown] movement 
and the advertising about nonexistent CNTS health? 


When policemen operate against peaceful peasants like 
Senegalese-style “death squads” in Palmarin and Sed- 
hiou; when, as occurred 2 years ago, a cop fires on 
someone in Kaolack, all of this is undoubtedly less 
important than the “blah-blah” of ministeroids at sem- 
inars whose purpose we wonder about, probably wasting 
paper, and thus wood, and this in a country where 
desertification has advanced. 


In a word, the Senegalese must be regarded as adults who 
are capable of judgment and discernment. This is the 
only way of easing social and political tension. 


October’s reopening of schools should see the ORTS 
break every disinformation record. Wait and see. 
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